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SECT. TI. . 
Onur Laws for Uniformity juſtifiable. 


ages to have an effeftual Influence vpon the civil Con- 
yerſation of men,the meaſures of a Peoples mutaal Con- 
fidence, and ſo conſequently of their Q1iet among themſelves, 
will be according to the Degrees of Purity, and Unity, which 
are obſerved in that Religion, profeſſed by the State, Chriſtia- 
aity though it be the only true and pure Religion, and there- 
fore where ir is obſerved in its Simplicity z is moſt beneficial 
co mankind ; for all ics precepts oblige Beleevers to the ex- 
aceſt Juſtice , the moſt compaſſionate ats of Mercy, and the 
ſtriteſt Peace, by which Sociertes are preſerved and advanced ; 
Yet being to be profeſied by men encompaſſed with Infirmi- 
ties, and not ſecured from Corruptions , it is obnoxions to Hes 
reſier, and Diviſions ; becauſe chere will be alwaies ignorant 
and unſtable men Who will wreſt the Scriptures ro eheir own 
damnation, and there will be men of corrupt minds, who ha- 
ving put away a good Conſcience,concerning the Faich will 
e ſhipwrack. And when Contentions ariſe in chis, they 

are more bitter and fierce then gpon any other account, be- 
cauſe the Honour of God ſeems concerned in the Quarrel, 
and the glory of Heaven is _—_ the Prize mon." 


Rs: being acknowledged by the Experience of all 
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eſt Zeale. Therefore all Chriſtian Princes, have ſeena neceſſi- 
ty co preſerveas much as they 'could the Unity of Religion 
as ong of the Foundations cftheir SubjeRs Peace : And when 
Divifions have happened within their Terricories , by conful- 
ting ſuch Perſons who might be preſumed the ficreſt Judges 
in the Caſe, they have ſearched for che Truth ; which being 
once found, they have maintained ir by a reſtratne upon all 
ContradiQions to ir. 

This hath beenthe known praftice of our Engli: Princes 
ſipce the Reformation, by which they kept the Difſentions a- 
bour the Latitrde arid Extent of Reformation in ſo low a Con» 
dirion, that ehough chey required the publick Cares; yer they 
did never eftect any common Trouble , till chis our laſt Age: 
in which men preiw weary of their Peace, and gplurred with 
ro0 preat a Proſperity ( the chief cauſe of all Civil Wars ) 
rhbey grew impstient of Laws; aad not fatisfied with elvar juſt 
Liberty, wherein they enjoyed their private Rights with as 
oreat, if not greater ſecurity, as any Nation under the Sun, 
they invaded thoſe of the Throne, . 

Their. method to ſuch an Enterpriz2 was to cauſe a Confu- 
Gon, in whichthey hoped by bafe Airs to form their Fore 
runes agreeable to their Luſts. To introduce D.forder they 
firlt atrempred upon Religion, and by ruining and diflolving 
the Government of the Church they opened a breach for all 
Herelies, and incouraged all Schiſms : Thus they got a party 
ingaged to chem for their Licence, and by cheir force and 
fraud a Power, which through the juſt Judgment of the Righ- 
reous God, attained their Curſedends. 

But when it pleaſed the Almighty Goodneſs by brevking 
them to. pieces with his ewn arme to reſtore our XK;ghtfyl 
Prince, and our ancient Laws; to aſcertain our Peace, thoſe 
Juſt rules of Governmentto effet Unity in Religion, were a- 
gain praftiſed ; His eAMajeſty and the Parliament enafting ſuch 
Laws as did enjoin #niformity in Religion. In making of which 
as they did cut off sll thoſe Jealouſies (which are dangerous 
to Magiſtrates) of beipg unconcerned for the Worſhip of 
God ; Soin the Laws themſelves they have prevented all Ca- 
lummes of Ctyelty and Perſecution, 

For 
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Diſcourſe of Toleration. 

For by them Vo man # forced to profeſſe any thing contrary 
to his Perſwaſion , which be calls his Fairh. Vo . man # denied 
the Liberty of his own Worſhip in his own Family; with ſo 1'- 
mited a Company 8s may not enjealous the State of cortri- 
ving a Publick Diſterbance. 

Belides there i wo Condition impſed upon our Communion but 
Conformity with the (hurch as to the Outward part of Worſhip , 
without any expreſs or formal Declaration of their Opinions con- 
cerning it. And by this Moderation a'l rhe clamours of Force 
upon Conſcience , and Comprul/ion to the Faith, are rendred falle 
and unreaſonsble. | 

All that cheſe Laws excend nnro, isto ſecare the Truth and 
Peare ; 1. By forbidding any to be admitted to the Office of Tea- 
chers and Minifters, but ſuch who' ſecure the Church and State 
by their Swſcriptions or Oaths, that they will nit hold or terch 
any thing contrary to the Publick profeſſion : and that they will 
conſent to the Uſe of the preſcribed Forms of Wirlip, 2, By hin- 
dering of Conwenticles and mettings , wherein ſuch Erriys might 
be pnbliſhed , and the pmablick Tranquillity deſigned ag 4inſt, 

Which Laws as they are juſtihable by tne continued pra- 
Riſe of the Church in all Ages, by the Examp'es of che 
molt Religious Princes - ſoalſo are they far beneath chat rigour 
which th2 men who now comp/ain of them, did uſe when 
and where, they had or have power. Who has forgot the Ty- 
raunies of the Covenant? We have heard of che Terrors 
whereby the Decrees of che Kirk of Scotland exatted Ovedi- 
ence. And New England ſhews us what we were co have ex- 
peRted from the /ndependenes here, had chey attained co the 
iflue of their Deſigns (which they ſpeedily hated unto) and 
ootten a fixed power amonz{t us. Bur how juit ſoever the 
Laws are in themſelves, yet becauſe chey are againſt the In- 
rereſt of men of unlawful Hopes, and they ob(irudt the re- 
covery of that Grandeur which others had in our miſeries,they 
have been written againſt in ſeveral books,; more particular- 
ly in one. intituled a Diſcourſe of Religion, as not having ſer- 
tled Reformed Chriſtianity in its due Laticude, nor provided 
for the Stability and Advancement of this Kingdome. To 
juitifie the Counſels of our Lew given in theſe Acts, there 

z was 


4 Continuation of the 


was publiſhed a Diſcourſe of To'eration in anſwer to that 'Di/- 
eenrſe of Religion, Which w:s to ſhew, That the Cauſes of 
Diſſenticns in Re/igion, which are the Subjelt of Tolerce 
ration , being infamnus and ſinfu!, and their Effet: fall of 
Deſtruiftion to Picty, and the (ommon-Wealth ;* That there- 
fire every one was binmnd in their Place, and Order, to in- 
deavenr their Removal and Extirpatiom; And that thu was 
not to be effeflcd by Toleration, was proved by ſeveral Ar- 
guments, and by ſhewing rhe weakneſs of all choſe reaſons 
which were urged inthe Diſcourſe of Religion, Since that, there 
is come forth another Book entiruled a Peace Offeriag,or Apo- 
logy and Pler for Indulgence, which proceeds upon orber 
grounds to ſhew chat all External Force by Civil Laws mpon 
the account of + Religion is mot go be juſtified. To adjuſt 
therefare that Diſcourſe of Toleyation againſt all the Argu- 
ments that are brought in the Apology Ne Indu/genee , and 
to vindicate it from the Exceptions made to it in a ſecond Diſ+ 
conſe of Religion is the bulinefle of this preſent Treatiſe. 


SuCY. 2, 


An Anſwer tothe Book, called the Peace- Offering, That Inds|gence 
& not juſtified Ly the Law of Natmre, 


He Book called the Peace-Offering beavs the name of ſe- 
veral Proteſtants; but whar ſort or party ef Proteſtants 

it leaves us to conjeture. Some paſſages in it perſwade us thae 
they are Independents, but they being ſo comprehenſive a Set 
of thoſe trialy fo called, and of the other who crowd under 
that name, as Anabaptiſts, Sociniaus , Antinoni.me, &c. We are 
ſtill in the dark what fort of men they are ; therefore we can 
tike nonotice of that great kindneſs rhey ſhow to themſelves, 
in being free in their- own commend:tions. Nor will we of 
their Principles, they being various, according to the ſeve- 
ral Sets, and tilt changeable by the Increaſe or wane of the 
lighr they pretend unto. To gratify them alſo we ſhall wave 
the obje&ingto them, how great a part of the late Troubles of 
this Nation lowed fromtheir Counſelsand Delignes, and oo 
nat 
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Diſcourſe of Teleration, 
rhat they were buried in aneternal Oblivion, never to riſe up 
cothe reproach of ( hriſtianity and Proteſt autiſm,and not be re- 
membred, but roa Caution of being abuſed by the ſame Arts, 
and of falling again into the like Miſeries. 

The only ching therefore we ſhall take notice of, in this Plea 
fir Indulgence, ſhall be to examine the reaſons and arguments 
they bring to prove, that ©* All outward violence,and ſeverity upon 
« the accomnt of Diſſenſions.(Forthe differences oftheſe men from 
the preſent eitabliſhmenr are not bare Diſents in Religion,) us de- 
« titute of any firme Fowndagion in Scripture and Reaſon. 

Their firſt Argument they will have to be fromthe Law of Na- 
tare, which to raiſe a duſt, aad amuſethie leſs wary Reader, is 
drawnourt to 4 needleſs length, and cloathed with an affected 
obſcurity zfor to what purpoſe was it to have been tedious in pro- 
ving whar all grant, that ** Every ſingle perſon to prevent m- 
« (chief deſtruitive to a Community,is to foregs bis particular comve- 
© niences, if they le in things in bis own power, Nor was along 
diſcourſe neceflary to ſhew,that © a Community ts not to require of 
« its members, things not in their pozer, (ince no ſober man ever 
dreamt that any thing impoſſible could be the ſubjeR of a Law. 

Bue when they aſſume, © That mens Apprehenſions of things 
cc one and ſupernatural, ſmeb they mean as have no alliance to 
« the ingrafted light of natmre,are not abſolutely in their own power, 8 
from thence conclude, © that thoſe Apprehenſions and the exerciſes 
« of Conſcience towards God upon them, cannot be the ſubjetts of the 
« Laws of civil Sccicties hey endeavor to impoſe upon us ſeveral 
fallacies, particularly theſe ewo. 1 Their argumene ſuppoſes, 
« that the Laws are made againft mens Apprehenſoons, Whereas the 
Apprehenſions of men are not the ſubje& of the Laws,but their 
Practiſes anſwerable or not anſwerable to the Apprehenlions. 

2. Their Conclufien contains more then was in the Premiſes, 
for their argurnents had only aimed to prove, © thet mens Appre- 
« henſrons of things Spiritnal were not in their poner 2 So that their 
* Diverſity was unavoidable ; bur when they conclude, they joyn 
with theſe apprehenfions the © Exerciſe of their Conſcience , of 
which here was not one word in the premiſes. And as their way 
of arguing is fallacious, fo are the propoſitions themſelves noc 
true; for. 

I, This 
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1. This propoſition that ** « Mens Apprehenfons of things Spi- 
ritual and ſupernatural do not depend on the Liberty of their wills, nor, 
ave in their own peer, As thus crudely propoſed # falſe. For all 
taoſe ro whom che Goſpel is preached, if rhey do not appre- 
lend the ceruth, cheir not apprehenfion is-(1) imputed unto 
them as their fin, and wiltull tranſgretfion ; For it is ſaid of 
them, that their Hearts were waxed fat,and thtir Ears are dull of 
hearing, and their Eyes have they cloſed. They are faid to reſiſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. That they received not the love of the truth, &c. Bur 
this could not be charged upon them, had it not been in their 
power to apprehend thoſe Spiritual things when preached unto 
them. (2) They are puniſhed for it ; for it is ſaid that God for this 
cauſe ſent them ſlrong deluſions that they might believe a le, and the 
ſentence of Damnation is paſſed upon them, That they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth. But it is injurious to the Divine 
Goodneſs to ſay that he damns men for that which was notin their 
Power to avoid, And that he ſhould ſend chem ſtrong deluſions 
ro believea Lye,when it was not in their power to apprehend che 
Truth. And ifie bein the power of men to apprehend the truth , 
having the DoArine of Chriſt preached to them, then ir is not 
impoſſible to have the ſame apprehbenſions: becauſe the Truth is 
One and the Same,and varies not in it ſelf, and ſo the Apprehen- 
lions muſt be all the ſame in their nature, 5. e. in a conformity 
tothe thing apprehended: although there may be difference, 
astothe degrees. It may be indeed more clear in onethen ano- 
ther,one may apprehend all che parrs, ſee further intothe conſe- 
quences of things then others: yer ſtill che apprehenſion may be 
rhe ſame in efſence, if men will lay down their prejudices, part 
with their luſts, repudiate their carnal intereſts, and caſt off 
the tyranny of cuſtome. 

That which they offer for a proof is full of ambiguity , as if 
they were afraid co be underſtood; For when they ſay that ©* zhe 
Will of God in things Supernatural and Spiritual ©* cannot be known, 
but by Revelation . he himſelf ; We donot know whether they 
meanwthar General Revelation which is made unto usfrom him 
the Scriptures, or a Particular Revelation to every fingle per- 
ſon - if they mean this latter, they ſhould have proved it.nAd 
when they ſay © that Divine Revelation can not be ©* apprehended or 

wnto, 


> 


a 


Cui ie 


Be 7 


Diſcourſe of Toleration. 

« 1fſented unto, Iut according to the nature and meaſure of that 
© Light which God is pleaſed to commmnnicate unto them,to whons ſuch 
« Revelation 15 made, We are again at.a loſs,for they do not prove 
thar there is a Lighe different from the Revelation of Go//;for 
the rruth which God reveals, isthe lighe ir ſelf, which like che 
light of the Sun, makes it ſelf as well as other el:ings to be ſeen, 
When they ſay ** this light doth not equally effett the minids of men. 
We grant it, but yet we cannor, as they do, deny ** that it 5s poſ- 
« {ble it ſhow!d doſo: foralthough there be divers wayes and means 
«of Communicating th? Truth. Yet however, God may pive 
to all chem co whom che Word ts Preached, ſufhcient means to 
Apprehend and acknowledge his Truths. And although ** there 
« he different Diſpoſttions of them , ts whom the Wird us jropoſed, 
Yer thoſe diſpslitions whereby men reiift, and will nor appre- 
hend the Truth, are from chem'elves, and to their own Con- 
demnation, which chey may, and ought to lay aſide. So chu they 
have not proved what they intended, And if they had done fo, 
yet they would gain nothing by ir, 

Becauſe the 2d. propolition (which they included in their 
inference) The exerciſe of mens conſcienc- s, or the Praftices of men 
wpon their appr:henſions of things Spiritual, are not in their power. Is 
alſo falſe. For the praftices of Men (which are the Su' jet of Laws) 
whether conformable or not to their apprehenſions, are within thrir pow- 
er, Either to at or not atFas hall ſeem molt for the beneht of 
the Society, the Church. This is plain by that principle of 
Order which the Apoſtle layes down, 1 Cor. 1 4. 32. The Spirits 
of the Prophets are ſuljett ts the Prophees,where by the Spirits of the 
Prophets,the Context ſhews,were lignified ſome 7nſpirations, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt as ts Propheſie,or to ſing a Pſalm,or to ſpeak 
in an unknown T ongxe;and theſe cerrainly were more vigorons,had 
a ſtronger impulſe, and more efhcaciovs impreſſions upon the 
minde of the Prophet, then a bare apprehenſi8n of a th'ng could 


, effe& : and yer the Apoſtle ſaith, theſe Spirits were ſubjeft to the 
; Prophets, whether ir were the Prophets that received it, ſo ther 


they might forbear, or ſpeak as it ſeemed moſt for Order, and 
edifying ; or clſe tothe other Prophets that were to judge , ſo that 
they might give Rules, and Laws for the uſe of thoſe gifts. Of 


"which ſort ſoever you take theſe Prophets to be, to whom the 
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Spirits were to le ſubject, it argues that it was in their power ; and 
therefore the Apoſtle commands that they ſhould ut irto che 
benefit of others. 

The ſame is in the Apoſtles counſel, when be direts him char 
bad a particular perſwalion of the lawfulneſs or #nlanwfulneſs of 
ſome thinps, to reltrain that to lis own breaſt. * H //t thou faith? 
have it to thy ſelf ; and tleceiore he was Maiter of it's own pra- 
Ctice, notwithſtanding his perſwation. Tais che Apoſtle ſup- 
poſes inall theſe admonirions which are given to men of dif- 
terent perſwalionz, to preſervethe peace of the Church. For 
if chey were by their perſwalions to be acted violently,l:ke che 
Enthuſi-ſts among, the 1dolaters, that were not able ro contain 
themſelves in their excalies, irhad been in vain to have given : 
counſels to them who were not able to obſerve them. Bzlides 
if God ſhould have concluded us under an Impoſſibility of ha- 
ving all the ſame apprehbenlions of Spiritual and ſupernatural 
things, and had alſo condemned us all toſucha ſlavery to thoſe 
apprehenlions, as :'at it ſhould not be in our power to man1ge 
our ſelves under them, to the peace and tranquilliry of the 
Church, it had been in effe ro have created us co mutual De- 
ſtruRtions,concluded us under a worſe condition then Brutes,and 
given vs Apprehenſive Faculties only to deſtroy our ſelves and 0- 
thers; all which are contrary to the Divine goodneſs, amd the 
oentle, meek, and charitable commands of Chrilt. 

But ſay they © To teach men that th:ir conſciences towards God , 
&© are not concerned in their not afting according to their Light in his 
«© Worſtip, or in alting againſt it, us to — them to be Atheiſts, 
We anſwer, Thar to reach men not to te over conhdert in their 
own apprehenſions, but to be ſo moderate as may be for the 
Peace of the Church,is not to aft contrary to tier Conſcierces, 
but moſt agreeably roa well ordered Conſcience ; this being a 
plain, clear, and confeſſed duty by all Chriſtians: the particular 
apprehenſions of one perſon-or party being ſubje& ro many 
ſuſpicions, whether they be the right meaſures of a dury or no. 
And in doing this they are ſo far trom being Atheiſts, rthar-they 
become the better Chriſtians, following the Rules of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. 

SECT. 
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Indnlgence not juſtified from the E xample of Chriſt. 


Heir ſecond Argument is drawn from the Example of our 

Szviour, inwhich we confeſs we are not only to adore and 
aimire,but alſo ro imitare all char Meekneſs, & Lowlynefs, which 
rendred his life glorious in holiaeſs; yer cheſe men dare not ſay 
that the number of our duties is bonded by his example, and 
thac we are to forbear every thing,whereof we have no pattern 
in his holy Converſation. Forthen chey ſhould not keep holy 
the firſt day of the Week, nor Baptize Children, nor gather 
particular Congregations» nor impoſe Congregational Covenants, 
all which theſe men do, and we no where read,thae Chriſt 
did, Belides, theſe men are noc fo ignoranr, as to believe a ne- 
gative argumene to be of any force, though they make uſe of 
ieto commend this doftrine of their inzerelit, ro che Vulgar; 
and cherefore when they ſay ©* Coerce, Fin?, [mpriſon, Baniſh thoſe 
« that apprehend not aright all and every thing that 1 win'd hav? you 
« infirutted in, are words that never proceeded out of his month, &c. 
We reply, (1) That chis does nor inforce, that no Church and 
State by good Laws, and well proportioned Penalties, ſhould 
reduce erroneous and diſagreeing Chriſtians to Peace and Or- 
der, 2. This makes nothing againft Our Laws, who do not ſay 
Coerce, Fine, &c. thoſe that apprehend not aright all and every 
thing which Jeſus would have us inſtryuRed in; Br chere be many 
different opinions in the Church of England which the Laws of 
che State and Church take no notice of. And it isnot their intent 
to make menof one minde in all and every thing, (Whictryer is 
ro be wiſhed :) But coerce thoſe who do things contrary to the 
Peace of Chriſtians, and will not ſubmit to their Lawful Supe» 
riors, when they command things juſt, and in their power. And 
this we are ſure may be collefted from the words that procee- 
ded our of our Saviours mouth. 

Nor is it any more to the purpoſe when they ſay ©& That it is 
© a marveilons difficulty for any to think ſeriouſly, That he who was [* 
© full of compaſſion towards all the ſons of men, ſhould ever give the 
« lexft conſent nuto the _——_—_— and gradual Deſtrutton of thoſe 
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&« whoin ſincerity deſire to Love and Obey them, aud do yet un:ivoidally 
&« miſtake in thtir apprehenſions of ſome few things. pleaded tobe accyy - 
&« ding to his minde, For 1.1 is our duty , and allo the duty of all 
who do pretend to be true Chriſtians, ſeriouſly to think of thoſe 
many and very preſſing commands of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that his 
Diſciples [Lund preſerve unity am:ing themſelves; and it 15 our great 
marvel , tliat theſe men who pretend ſo high ro the name of 
Chriſt, ſhould yetrake no notice of choſe Precepts. 

Secondly,when we ſeriouſly chink of chem,we cannot but con- 
cluce, That theſe Cemmands of Unity precteded from the fulneſs of 
his compaſſion toyards the Sons of Men. 1. Towards thoſe men 
who ſhould delireto enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; that 
cheſe ſhould nor be diltratted in their choice, what party to ap- 
ply. themſelves unto, wich whom they mighe joyn them- 
ſelves to ſeek the Lord, and where they might moſt afſuredly 
receivethe Word of Life. Which diſtra&ions it was not poſh- 
ble for tliem to avoid,, if the Chriſtians were divided into ſe- 
veral parties. 2. Towards thoſe of ehe Werld, who though 
they would not believe, and ſo ſhould not be concerned in the 
truch of Chriſtians; yer they muſt be inthe Quiet and Peace of 
them. For experience ſhews, that when Diviſions and Concenti- 
onsturmoild tl:e Churci1,the State and even the mixt company of 
unbelievers ſcon found themſelves under many miſeries, while 
rhe contending parties mutually armed to a deſtruion of their 
Oppolites. 

Thirdly, Theſe commands of (hriſt, and this compaſſion to man= 
kinde, dooblige every man ta endeavour to preſerve that unity by all 
wayes prop'r for them in thiir ſeveral Callings. And therefore 
Chriſtian Kings may and ought rodo it in their way which is by 
juſt Laws, and the Church by wiſe and pious TInjunRions ; and 
all are to avoid,and mark ther that cauſe Diviſions among them, 
co reſirain their furious and Carnal heats in proſecuting their 
ovn private apprehenlions, to the reproach of Religion, and 
Diſiurbance of Mankind. 

Fourthly, Such wayes to preſerve Peace, can never be to the de- 
fruttion of thoſe who in ſmeerity deſire to Love and obey Chriſt, al- 
chough they ſhould miftake in their apprehbenſions of ſome few 
things, &'c, For (1+) It is rot true (which theſe writers lay) 
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that ſuch perſons are concluded under © an wnawiidable miſtake; 
and being not ſo, they will in lincerity indeavour afrer a full 
{nd clezr information in thofe things that are pleaded ro be ac- 
co:d noto the m-n.1 of Chriſlt. (2.) A'!fach perfons will in thae 
Chri!t.an humilicy which rhe Spiric of Chriſt work: nor op»oſe 
their pr.vate appreh2nlions to the judgm:n: and practiſe of thar 
Church of God, trom which they bave received che Doctrine of 
Salvation, and therefore will not think, of therſely'5 alove what they 
enght to think, but think ſober'y according as God hath de ::!t to them 
the me.:ſure of faith. And being e115 lowly in cheir own eyes 
knowtng themielves lyable to mitltakes 2nd errors ; they will not 
be ſo fond oftheir own #pprevenlions,as for their ſzk2s ro bring 
a ſcar.dal upon the Church of God4,and ſer the Wor!'d in Flames. 
<lides, (3.) having a detire to Oey God,they will be careful 
co reſtity cheir obedience in a manitett 3nd undeniable Dary,as is 
the Peace and Unity of Chrittians, an4 obedience to Gover- 
nours : and not think to juſtify che breach of thar, with the 
obſervance of wharthe'r lingular and private apprehenlions re- 
prefent ; efpecially being fecur'd, that the Church from whom 
they differ, do retain alt-ehings neceſſary to ſalvation : as 
rheſe men do profeſs they agree with the Church of Englandin 
all chings of char degree, Therefore ſach perſons are fecur'd 
enough from cloſe ſeverities which are neceſlary to preſerve 
the Peace of a Church and Nation. And ſuch (incere, humble 
enquirers after Trath, and choſe that walk up ro whatthey have 
already atcained, are the only perfons dear ro Chrilt. Notevery 
one that cries Lord, Lord; that pretend to preach and prophe- 
fie in his name; for he himſelf hath cold us, chac he ſhall re- 
je& the pleas of many ſiichro his indulgence. And indeed 
ſhov)d every one that is ſo kinde to himfelf, as to publiſhto the 
World, that he in lincerity delires to obey and love Chriſt, be 
believed upon [1:8 own word, and have an indulzence for his 
differing pratifes , the greateſt Impoſtors that ever app2ar*d 
among Chriſtians, mult be permitted to praQtife cheir Clicas 
and Impieties. For the Gnofticks, the Ianichees, M.nt axiſts, 
Circumceltiones of old, and thoſe among us who are yer Red, and 
polluted with the blood of cheir Lawful Soveraign, t!rac violi- 
redehe known Laws of the Land of their nativity, rob'd rhe 
CY Chur- 
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Cl urches, ard invaded the juſt rights of every ore, within 
the compaſs of their luſt, and cheir power, Theſe I ſay would 
have perſwaded the World, and, it may be, were ſo mad as to 
believe themſelves, that they were the men that loved Chriſt, 
when in their works they did deny him. And yer (4.) Ir 
cannot te ſaid thar the gradual deſtruion, even of theſe men, 
is intended by ſuch Laws, as do command nothing bur whar 
may be {or the Security, Peace, and welfare of Cliriſtian Com- 
munities: and it is an hiph flander of any Law-givers, to ſay 
thar they interded Paniſhment and not Obedience. 

Thar inſtance of ** Chbriſts reproof to his Diſciples, for being ſo 
&«& forward ts call Fire down from Heaven upon the negleftfal Sama- 
&« rirans, is altogether imperrinent ; eſpecially as they inter- 
pret thoſe words, Yum know not of what Spirits you are, To be 
«an unacquaintedneſs with their own Spirits , imagining that fer 
« Zeal, which was indeed ſe|f- Revenge, So that in their Senſe 
Chriſt reprov'd their revengeful Spirits. Now it cannot be ſaid 
of Laws made to reſtrain violations of Peace, that they are che 
DiRates of Revenge, lince Revenge looks at ats paſt, bur Laws 
indeavour to prevent thoſe to come. 


SECT. 4- 
Nb ground for Indwlgences. in the Praflice of the Apoſtles. 


Hethird Argument is drawn from the praftice of the A- 

poitles, whom we may well wonder, that they ſhould be 
ſuſpeted as Patrons for indulgence of Diſſentions and Schiſms 
in Religion; Since we finde them deſcribing the Authors of 
rhem,as Monſters and Prodigies,. that diſhonour the Generation 
they live in, and fill the place whereip they appear with con- 
fulion and danger, and chreatena Tempeſt at their firſt rifing. 
Therefore the Apoſtles dealt with them as ſuchin their dayes. 
For although they did not exerciſe on them Coertions, Re- 
ſtaints , and Corporal puniſhments, as theſe Writers wiſely 
obſerve; becauſe indeed they had no Temporal power: yet they 
uſed their Eccleſiaſtical power and delivered thew over to Satan, 


which in thoſe times was a giving them up to that Tormenter to 
| be 
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be afflited in their fleſh, a ſeverer puniſhment then the Sword 


of the Magiſtrate can ioflit, They commanded the ſound Chri- Romas 48, 


ſians to avoid them as contagious Peſts, and ro ct them off as 
cankerd and infeſted members,thar would bring deſtruion to the 
whole body of the Church, if a juſt ſeverity prevented them 
not; nay they call'd for Gods afſiltance to cur off theſe rroyblers 


of the Iſrael of God : 71 would-th:y were even cut off that trouble Gal. 5. 12. 


you. They alſo commended nothing more to the converſation 
of Chriſtians then Peace and Unity , to minde the ſame things, 
to walk in one minde , to follow after thoſe things that made for 
Peace, and Elification, which are impoſſible to beatrained in Dif- 
ſenrions, Ie would be very ſtrang@ therefore, to imagine , that 
they who do all this to D:MNentions, ſhould yer give any ground 
for an Indulgence of them. 

Bur yet theſe men have found our, © that St. Pawl & for this for- 
© bearance Phil. 3. 15,16, Which Text, if they had faithfi 1'y ſer 
down, would have diſcovered the.r Sophiſtry. For the Apoitle 
ſaich, Leg #s therefore as miny as be perfel, be thua minied ; andif in 
any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, the Lord ſtall reveal even this wnto 
you: Nevertheleſs whereto we hav? already attained, let us malk 
by the ſame rn'e; let us mind the ſame thing. Here it is plain 
that thoſe to whom the Apoſtle commends Forbearance one 
ro the other, were thoſe whom he calls perfeR; and ſuch cer- 
rainly could not be perſons that had ſeparated from a mutual 
Communion, for all ſuch Diviſions he brands as carnal, x Cor. 
3. And the Dividers as. men not perfect, and at beſt bur babes; 
nay be calls them inthe beginning of that very Chapter, Dygs , 
Evil workers, and in ſcorn, the Conciſſon, and therefore bids 
them have a care, and beware of them; and in the following 
verſes weeps over them as Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe 
end ts deſtruftion. Theſe are not words of forbearance and In- 
dulgence, and therefore that place gives no countenance 
to if, 

Bur then they urge, ** That the whole Society of the Apo- 
« fles obſerving the difference between the Jewiſh and Gentile Be- 
© lievers to prevent any Evil Conſequent in their «Aſſembly at Je- 
* rnſalem, aſſigned to the ſeveral parttes , their particular bounds how 
* far they fhonld accommudate themſelves nnto one another by a nantu- 

al. 
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& al Conteſcenſion that they mignt walk in pexce. What is all 

tliis ro an 1mduigence of choſe who have foriaken the Commas- 

nion of the Church, and who write, preach, and do all they 
, Can avainl(t ir, The Cafe is fsr unlike. The differences between the 

Jeni and Gentile Bzleevers had brought, as yer, no evil Con- 
Ieq:enr, for they tiemlelves ſay RY the Apoſtles conſulted fo pre- 
G ut an) evil Conſequents ] -t che world .judge whether te 
D fferences atnong ts have nor brought upon us a large fe- 
ries of ſuch Conſequents. Tie Apoſt'es derermined, anf fer 
louni's and meaſures of forbearance to prevent a Schiſms, then 
which nothins was more dxeadful ro the Church ; and theſz 
men would have forbearance and Indulgence to a mt dn- 
grrens ſchiſme already made , that fo it might with impunicy 
be continued, 
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SE C Te -F- 
The Primitive Chriſtians did n4t allow Indulgence. 


Ith far lefſe ſucceſs, but with more art doethey indea- 

vour to make the firſt Chriſtians to ſpeak tor them, 

from whom they bring ſome paſſages: yer do not tell us 

where we alſo may find thoſe Teitimonies, nor give us the 

words of the Authors, for tear they ſhould be depretended. 

« Socrates the Hiſtorian ( ſay they) gives 3 4 long Catalogue 

&« of differences in External Rites of Worſhip, which they looked 

l.5.C. 22 * upon as m0 lreach of Union at all. To which we ſay, that Thar 
"Or 88 y=p4 Hittorian doth tell us indeed chat the Churches of ſeveral 
pap 76s @& Provinces, had different obſervations of the feaſt of Eaſter, of 
7s 24 *5- the meaſure of Faſts before that Feait, and of the different 
Fer 8c . meats they did abſtain from, but ſo that one obſervation was 
exons 8, bay 75 11 the whole Rewzan Church , another was kept by choſe in 
int, x 51 & Thhrium, all Greece and Alexandria, &c. Which we ealily ad- 
*AaeZardeit , mir, for we grant to every Church their particular Rites. Our 
&C. Rires in the Church of England, are not preſl'd upon thoſe in 
Sc:tland, nor thoſe in Ireland; and we do not think ur Union 

with the Proteſtant Churches abroad, is broken by their diffe- 

rent Ceremonies. Therefore the PraRtice of the firſt _ 

ches, 
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ches is maintain'd by us and nor violated. Bur they can nei- 
cher out of Socrates nor any other Hiſtorian of thoſe times 
give us aninſtance of any one National or Provincial Church, 
that did indulge thoſe within their juriſdition who profeſ- 
ling Chriſtianity, did yet contemn her Orders, and ſeparate 
from her Communion, and did declire her Rites in Wor- 
ſhip, Idolarrous, Superſticious, and Antichriſtian, which is 
now our Caſe. 
Then they bring in «© Y'iftor Biſhop of Rome 3s branded for 
« diſturbing the peace of the Churches by dividing their Communion. 
They tell us not for what he was cenſured, either becauſe 
they knew ir not, or becauſe they know it would dothem no 
Sood ; The Cafe was this. All che Churches of the lefler 4; 
by an ancient Tradition did on tlie fourteenth day of che Moon 
obſerve rhe Feait of our Saviours Paſleover, and upon what- 
ſoever day of the week thar happened cofall, they ded their 
Faſts. This culttom was obſerved in noother Church chrough- 
out the whole World ; for in all the reſt, that cultom which 
was delivered by the Apoſtles,was continued as Ernſebiz (aiti!y 
ro h1s time. Notwitliſtanding this difference, the ſevera! Chur- 
ches had preſerv'd Peace and Communion; among themſelves, 
as Trenew ſaith of eAnicetws, Pins, Hyginus, Teleſphorms, Sixtur, 
Biſhops of Rowe, who had received Polycarp and others of the 
laticks that came to Rome, to Communion not contending a- 
bout that Rite. Bur afterwards when a controyerlie was mo- 
ved dbour it, and both (ides in different Councils decreed for 
cheir own praQtice,and ſent their Letters ro juitiftie rhenifelves 
to the other Churches: Vit, beated with the letrer of the Eg/ 1. cc 5, 
Aſiaticks , without conſulting the other B ſhop3 of his own Per- *Ani 5 xa 
ſwalion, excommunicartes all the Churches of 4/54 as Heroro- 74 6troximrs 
dox : This diſpleaſed all the other Biſhops, wha commanded him hs TO 
conſult the peice and union of the Brethren. Now whar in all aber) SFre 
this concerns us. Yiftor was to be blamed for breaking a and mw $ 
long continued Peace, for invading the Liberty of orher Chur- efpiras, x; * 
ches; bur none would have condemned him, had he requi- C55 TAxoree 
red obedience from the members of his own Church, to the a 4 3-4 
Orders and Canons made by Councils of thoſe who were over © ths: 
them in the Lord. 
For 
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For Irenens in his Epiſtle to iftor to diſlwade him from 


breakins Communion with che Churches of another obſerya- 
tion, tells him thar his Predeceſſors Anicetss,Pinr,&c. kept the 


Tul.l.s c. 26, Communionemrire although they did not obſerve thoſe Chur- 
«78 Ts per'- ches Rites nor ſnffered thoſe among them to obſerve them. And if 
ev7%5 £7%- the infamy of Yidor isto be a terror to any, it mit be corhoſe 


who break the Communion ; and ir is piain who they are Char 
have done thit among us. 

Origen is the next whom they would make the world be- 
lieve, is for their cauſe; but they are forced ro make a 
relti'mony for him which he himſelf never wric , viz. © That 
® there ever were differences amongſt Profeſſors of Chriſti mity 
' from the beginning * and that it was impoſſible but that there 
« hou'd ſo be , which yet h: ſhews, hindred nat thiir Fiith, 
* Love, and Obedience, For when Celſus did upbraid and re- 
proach the*Chriſtians, becauſe of their many Sets, (as Atheiſts 
an1 Papiſts do now to us) Origen gives ſome reaſons of them, 
and then confeſſes indeed that ©* There were Differences among 
« Chriftians from their beginning , but then he doth not ſay 
what theſe writers ſay for him, * That it was impoſſible but 
« that there ſhould ſo bez for this would have been to have 
given the lycto the Haly Ghoſt, who in the Ac. 4. v.32. 
ſaith That the multitude of them who believed, were of one heart and 
one ſoul; and therefore what was then, might be again, and ſo 
could not be impoſſible. Neither doth Origen ſay, much leſs 
ſhew, that theſe differences, ** hindered not their Faith, Love , 
« ,nd Obedience. For the Hereſies which he thought Celſms had 
reſpe& unto, and _ his reproach upon, were the Ophj- 
te and Cainite to whom Origen denies the very name ofChriſtians, 

They pretend alſo a kindneſs from ©© Juſtin Martyr,who, (they 
« ſay) in his ſecond Apologie, declares his forbearance and the (hur- 
« ches of theſe dayer, towards thoſe who believing in Chriſt, yet thought 
©« themſelves obliged to the obſervation of Moſaical Rights and Cere- 
« -zonier, But this is an open abuſe both of Fin and the Rea. 
der for there are no words in that Apology tending to that pur- 
poſe, and ſuch indeed would have been impertinent, and belides 
his ſubjeR in that Apology ; and laſtly bad he ſaid,what he doth 
not, it would not have been of adyantage to Indulgence. 

Tena- 
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Ignatius allo ig uſed no better by them, whom they would have 
to lay, that © to perſecnte men on the account of God and Religion, 
« i; to make our ſelves conformable to the Heathen that know not God. 
Whereas [pnatin: ſaith no word like it, bur chat which makes 
apainſt chem. * 1f any one (faith he) follows him that hath made a , 


Iznat. Ep. 
Schiſm, he ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God.” If any one walks in Mags Hom 


a different opinion, he is not complyant with the ſufferings of Chriſt, Ei ns vitae 
Thee are the words of /gnatizs, who in that place by many ar- axav%i, _ 
ouments urges them to continue inthe Unity of the Church, #«-Aiar fee 


and therefore conld nor at the ſame time ſpeak for indulgence **M08970pnmme: 


of choſe who did break that Unity. Bur choſe words which they 
reſer to, are the words of the /nterpolator of Ignatimn. For 
they are not in Yoſſzxs's Edition of Jpnatins, nor in that Latin 
Copy which Biſ:op /ſeer thought to be Authenrick :but they are 
in that corrupe Copy, fer forth by him ; yer ſo ſer forth and 
noted in Red CharaQters, that no man could rake them tor /yna- 
tiw's,buthe that had a mind to prevaricate, Which in civil con- 
verſe is an infamous crime, but in Religion we want a name to 
expreſs its batneſs. 

Then they huddle up many witneſſes together , Tertullian , 
Origen, Arnobimu, and Lattantins © Who (fay they) pleaded for 
« 1 Liberty in Religion, as founded in the Law of N :ture, and the 
&« inconſiſtencie of Faith with Compulſion. But where cheſe Au- 
thors fay ſuch thinps, they do nottell us; and the former diſco- 
veries ſhow how lictle reaſon we have totake their bare Words. 
Bur whatſoever thoſe Authors may ſay to juſtify Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, even by the Law of Nature ; and that the light of Rea- 
ſon could finde nothing in itthat deſerved perſecution: Yer TI 
ſhall not believe, that they ever ſaid, the Law of Nature did Te de Preferip, 
give to any perſons ground for Liberty of different Opi- Heret. c. 37. 
nions, and praiſes, contrary to the Rules and Orders of thar Si Heretics | 
Chriſtian Church, wherein they lived, until I fee their own /#*>, ri/HHank 
words for it. And of theſe certainly Tertufian can have nogreat y {1.0 
favour for them,who is ſo ſevere againſt Hereticks in his Book de wes Hereſer,nec 
Preſcriptione,chat he will not allow them the name of Chriſtians; recipiuntur in 
and faith, that they were not received to peace and Communion in the p«cem & com- 
Churches that were any way Apoſtolical. It therefore we may judge ——_— » ab 
of the reſt by one, we have no reaſon to think they are for the _— png 
ehe Inds/gence, till we ſee it under their hands. D Af jicis. 4 
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After theſe they bring the © Synod of Alexandria inthe Caſe of 
« Atharalivs,»ho dil (as they ſay), Condernn all External force in Re- 
« /igion, and Reproached the Arians as the firſt [nventers, and Promo- 
« zerof it. The ſhamefrineſs of this Allegation will appear 
rothe Reader ; Ir he rake notice, that this Synod, made no Atﬀts 
nor Canons, for the Hiſtories of ir mention none, nor are any 
Extant; and therefore their Judgment in this Caſe was not de- 
finitive. Their min buſineſs was to inquire in'0 the Sclanders 
whichthe Arians had raiſed againſt Athanaſim,and to bear witneſs 
againſt tl:;em, they being competent to this,as being Members 
of the ſam2 Church, and converſant with him in iis offices. This 
their Teſtimory they pudliſhed inn Cirewlatcry Letter toall the 
Biſhops of the Catholick Church, and to their beloved Brethren 
in Chriſt, In this Epiſtle they ſpeak not at all concerning Exter- 
nal force in Religion, nor do they ſay the Arians were the fir(t 
inventers of it, For they only complain of che Arians for offering 
ro the Emperour, Letters that did accuſe 


* Siqu'idem jam denuo Accuſalrices Li- 
teras contra ArhanaſiumImperatoribus por- 
rexere » eratis Calummiis bomicidia ti 
objicientes que nunquam fatta ſunt 3 ac 
denuoilium conjurationibus ſuis opprime - 
re ſtudent, 

* Tota enin eorum accuſatrix Epiftola 
mhil aliud niſi necem ſpeftat, aut necem 
moltuntur i ipſis liceat, ant ſaltem exults 
facere, &c. Iſta opera Ethnicorum ſunt , 
& nos vel tenuiter Chriftianorum , & 
mime omabum Epiſcoporum »y quos dliis 
1uſtitiam commonſtrare oportuit. 


* Athanaſins of Murders which were never 
done , that by that .means they might take 
away his life by the Sword of b- ice, And 
as to this, not to any force of the Emperour 
about Religion, they ſay, * Their whole 
Libel deſignes nothing elſe but ſlaughter, as 
much as in them lies, or elſe baniſkment, &c. 
Thoſe are works of Heathens, and not of the 
meaneſt Chriſtians , much leſs of Biſhops, 
whom it becomes to be patterns of Twſtice to 
others. Now what is all this which is ſpo- 


ken of bloody Slanders, to the force 
which reſtrains different Apprebenſions from diſturbing Prafti- 
ces. Letthe Reader ſee if he can, for I cannot, finde any thing 
rotheir purpoſe in that Synodical Epiſtle ; and if theſe Writers 
had intended ſincerity , they would have given us the very 
words which made for them,and I conceive chey did not,becauſe 
they could not. - Thus of theſe Teſtimonies out of that ancient 
Chriſtians, ſome are meer Fiions, the alledged Authors having 
no ſuch words as theſe are cited ro have. Thus 7*/tin Martyr, 
Origen, Ignatius, and the Synod of Alexandria are abuſed, racy” 
ian. 


| 
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lian, Arnobins, Latantins, brought in as Witneſſes without any 
Teftimony. Socrates the Hiſtorian, and the Inſtance of Vitor im- 
pertinently mention'd. Truth ſtands not in need of ſuch low 
ſhifes. 
SECT. 6. 

The firſt Chriſtian Emperonrs were againſt Indulgence. 

Aving done with Churchmen, They come to Emperours. 
Him r{t they lay hold of that Edit of Conſtantine, who 
having a mind to deliver the oppreſſed Chriſtians from the per- 
ſecutions of the Gentiles, and nor finding it ſafe,as yet to appear 
particularly in their favour, having then Licizins and Maxi- 
minus Collegnes inthe Empire, both {till enclined to Gentili/nr, 
He prevails upon Licinius to joyn with bim in this Publick E- 
dit, That Liberty of Worſhip was not tobe denied $0 any; and that 
it ſhould be permitted to every mans will to embrace what Rites and 
Inflitutes of Keligion they pleaſed; and that the Chriftians at nell as 
all others mig ht obſerve the Faith of their own Religion, But when 
he found that this did not fully ſecure the Chriſtians, and ic be- 
ing general, as alſo ambiguous , ſo that for zl! ehis, many of 
them for fear did deny the faich. When they came to Milan, 
they did make angther Explanatorie Edi, more fully in the 
favour of the Chriſtians , That tbe Liberty of Emiracing the Re - 
ligion of Chriſtians ſhould be denied to no man. Now let any reaſo» 
nable men judge what they can gain for their Cauſe, from this 
Edi, which only gives a liberty to Chriſtians in General, as 
well asto /do/aters, and ſpeaks nothing of any Sets and Dif- 
ſenters amonz the Chriſtians,Bue they ſay, ** until the latter end of 
& his Reign, there were no thoughts of exerciſing Severity, with refe- 
« rence unto any Diviſions among Chriſtians about the Wor(hip of God. 
Where they will fix the Epocha of tbe end of his Reign,they do 
nottell us; butthis we are certain of, from the beſt Authors, 
that having not mage his EdiA for the Liberty of Chriſtians in gent, 
ral,till the 8th. year of his Reign ; and fo publickly owned their 


tiff complained that Conſtantine commanded thoſe of that Sell, to be 
led forth to Puniſhment. They were alſo baniſhed by hirn,abourt the 
ſametime, Forin the Conference at Carthage, they urged the 
Letters of Conffantine to "R—_ otherwiſe YValerims the "ny 
z o 
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Profeſſion: He did in bis 11, year, and not long after the firſt = mg 


Councel of A4rles,make ſeyere Edifts. For Parmenianw the Dona- |. c. 7. 
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of Africa, that he ſhould free them from BaniÞment, and leave 


Collat, 31.Ditt , heir fury to the Fudgment of God 3 Which Letters St. Auguſtine 
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faith, were dated four years ard (ix monerhs, after the decree 
of Baniſkm'nt : 39 Non. Maj. Criſps and Conſtantine, beinz 
the ſecond time Conſuls. And therefore {onftantine had dealc 
ſeverely inſuch caſes, in the eleventh year of his Re:gn, which 
was long betore the nn, of ir; for it Jaſted about 32 years, 
Bzlides, Conſtantine rook trom them «bout ch1s rime,thoſe Chur- 
ches, which by their flattery of Jalian, they afterwards reco- 
vered; by all which it appears, cheſe Gentlemen are fouly 
miſtaken in the forbearance of Conſtantine. 

They erre as groflely when they ſay,that © After the riſe of 
©« the Arian Hereſie,when the Interpoſition of Civil cenſures upon the 
« wccount of Difference a out things Spiritual had made an entr ance, 
«Kby the Sollicizations of ſome for the Banihmont of Arius, and 
&« (ore of his Copartners, it us not eaſie to relate what miſeries and 
 Confuſrons were Lronght upon the Churches thereby, 8&c, For this 
is contradictory to tleir own teſtimony. which they brouphe 
from the Syned of Alexand ; whom they will haveto reproach 
the Arians as the firſt Inventers of external force: and now 
they will have the Orthodox make an entrance for ir, (which 
in common ſenſe is to begin it) for they were the zealous $o1li- 
citors forthe Baniſhment of Arins, But as that was & falſe 
Teſtimony ; ſo this is a falſe remark on the Hiſtories of thoſe 
times. For if by Erternal Force they mean the ſe of the (vil 
Poner, to remove men of different apprehenſions from their Offices 
and the Emoluments of the Chnrch, this was ufed by Chriſtians 
long before the Arian Herelie aroſe, or the Emperours be- 
came Chriſtians. For when Paulus Sawsſatenus was condem - 
red for an Heretick by a ſecond Syned at Antioch, and depo- 
ſed from his Biſhoprick , yet refaling to deliver up the Biſhops 
Houſe that belonged to that Church, they craved aid from the 
Emperour Avurelianus an Heathen. Who commanded that poſ- 
ſeſſion ſhould be given to him, to whom the Biſhops of lealy and 
Rome ſhowld determine, and ſo ſaith Exſcbins, Pau/ns Samoſate- 


Eufth.\,7.c- 30: nus was with great diſgrace turned out by the ſcen/ar Power. Fo 


no other end was the Civil Power ſollicited in the Caſe of 
Arin;, For after all means uſed to reclaim the Hereticks, by 
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private Admonition,by Provincial Councils,by Exhortatory Letters 
trom the Emperour to peace and Unity ; yer Ambition, 
Vanity, and Opiaiaftrete ſtill propagated the Error, to the 
ſhame of Religion, che diſquier of the World, the grief ot 
that Chriſtian Prince, and his Obſtruftion ro noble deligns. 
The Emperour is ſollicited to call thaxt Famous Council of 
Nice , wherein Arius his Herelie was condemned, and a Creed 
compoſed to which all ſubſcribed at firit, except five. Who not- 
withſtanding afterwards &1d in a Petition preſent: their recanta- 
tion,and ſubſcribed rothe Creed,ſfo that che Carholick Faith was 
agreed to byall : and all ſubſcribed ro the Condemnation of 
rhe Herelie, as alſotothe Anathema of the Heretick, except 
Euſebius of Nicomedia and Theognus of Nice, who thereupon 
were by the Council condemn'd and deprived of their Sees , 
and others ſubſticuted in their places. Conſtantine interpoling 
nothing herein, bur puttivg the Decree of the Council in 
Execution, and expelling theſe men from thoſe places 
where they might diſturbe che pezce of che Church, Yer 
afterwards theſe perſons upon their ſubmiſſion were reſtored 
again to their Churches. This was all the External force 
which the Orthodox Chriſtians made uſe of, in which no 
Set can find any thing blameable, (ince they all have, and 
will fill, uſe the ſame intheir ſeaſons. 

But if by External Force they mean the violencies of Fire and 
Sword, and all thoſe cortures and rigors, which enemies mutually 
uſe oneagainſt another-this the orthodox gave no encrance ro, bur 
the Arians did firſt praRtice it, and did go beyond all pattern and 
provocation from the (atholicks,For theſe only ſecured the pub- 
lick peace, againlt ſuch who were in ſome lawful Synod con- 
demn'd as corrupters of that Faith once delivered to the 
S4ints : by depriving therm»of their Offices in the Church, 
removing them from thoſe places of their Converſation, where 
they might eicher corrupt others, or make a publick di- 
ſturbarce,and reitraining their Conventicles and meetings. Now 
this could not juſtifie the Arians, who beyond all chis, having 
prevailed with Con/tantins to embrace their Herelie, did 
put a force upon Councils to determine what they pleaſed, as 
the Comncil of Arles , the Comncil of Milan, and Byterris : in 
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which having refuſed to admit an enquiry into the Fai:5 and 
Deftrine of Athanaſins, and denying to ſubſcribe ro the V:- 
c-117 Creed « they would notwithltandiag force the Orthodox 

':bſcribe to his condemaation apainft common reaſon. And 

-0n this acco!nt they baniſhed Liberin; Biſhop of Rome, Ofins, 
ad Pan/inu;,'he moſt eminent Biſhops of rhe World, Beiides the 
cruelcties chey commirted at Alexandria, and branding Church- 
men with the marks of thoſe condemned to che Mines:chey ſent 
our their Notaries to force both Biſhops and people to ſub- 
ſcribe, upon che pain of Plundering, Impriſonment , and pub- 
lick ſhames. So that Hilarie ſaith, the Emperours war againſt 
Perſia was ſhorter then that againſt Alexandria, where the Cru- 
eltics of the Heathen Perſecutors were ated over again. This 
was the External force of the 4+. ins, for which the Catho- 
licks gave them no precedent, And this was that force for which 
Hilarius writ both to, and againft Conſtantias, For he wrote after 
the Council of Afilan, and was baniſhed in that of Byterrs. 
And therefore his words to Con/tantins concern not our Ma- 
viftrates who uſe not his Cruelt:es, but condemn his prattices. 
Theſe doing no more then what Orthodox Princes have 
done ever lince there were ſuch in the Church, Beſides, I muſt 
mind the Reader that the words of S. Hilarie ciced by theſe Wri- 
rers, are not a continued part of Hilaries diſcourſe, but a Rhap- 
ſodie out of ſeveral places, which if conſidered with the con- 
rex, will appear not to ſerve the ends they were brought 
for. 

Valews his cruelty was no more juſtifiable by any praftices of 
the Catholicks,then that of Conſtantins could be. Arianiſme found 
his nature cruel, and did,as all Herelies, inflame him higher co 
a more importunate thirſt for blood,and dire all his ſavage- 
neſs againſt the Orthodox. But theſe Gentlemen are miſera- 
bly our, when they fay ** Themiſtins the Philoſopher upon the 
© principles of Common Reaſon and Honeſty plainly told YL alengs, 
« That by the way be uſed, he might force ſome to venerate his 
« Imperial Robes, but never any to worſhip God aright. For this 
was not ſpoken to Yaleng, but ina Conſular ſpeech to Fovien, ro 
whom Yglens ſucceeded. And that not to reſtrain his Cruelry,bne 
coextol that Prince,as being aboue all che arcs of — 
that 
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that hetold the ſeveral parties of Chriſtians (whom Themwi/tins 


meant by flatterers) making their firſt addreſſes co him when he 
was Emp rour.That he wzn'd trouble noze of what Faith ſoever,! ut he 
world have the greateſt kinNe/; for thiſe wha hon!d endeavonr moff for 
t he Unity of th: Church; And tne obſer viction of Themiſtina there- 
uponwasnot grounded on the Prin :iples of Common Reaſon and 
Honeſty : bur was a meer Scoff and Jeer, (ſo much contempr 
co -h Diſſentions expoſe Chriſtianity unto) tor his Words are, 
They worſhipped not God, Lut the Emperial Robe; and they were 
like an Eddie or Whirlpoole, that was harried one while this way, 
another that. Ir is true indeed, Thewmi/tiis laboured to reſtrain 
the cruelty of Yalens towards all,#s well as towards Chriſtians, 
even inthe beginning of his Reign;an 1 he made the ſame attempt 
rowards the latter end of ir,adviting him,7 bat he hom!d not per ſe- 
ente the Orthodox Chriſtians,Lecanſe they differed from him, And that 
bychis Argument, That he cught nit to wonder at the Diſſentions in 
C hurch-mens Opinions ; becauſe it was mnch leſs then that which was 
among the Gentiles, with whom there were above 300 different Opi- 
nions, and from ſuch a multitude there muſt niceſſarily ariſe very 
many ( ontentions ; and perchance it ſeemed fit to God, that it ſhould 
be ſo; far when he wonld nat eaſily be known, every one wone!d th? 
more reverence him, becauſe they could not exattly comprehend hims. 
Bur Ithink this argument would not do well in the mouth of 
a Chriſtian; Howſoever, this prevailed not upon him, wholly 
eo forbear hisCrueley, though it ſomewhaer allayed ir ; for he 
{till was Barbarous to rhe Orthodox Clergie, and ir was the crou- 
bles of his Empire, that hindred the turcher Executions of his 
Wrath on them, 

There is no more truth in what they ſay next ** But the b-/# 
« Emperonrs in the mian tim? bewas/ed thoſe firrce Animoſities » 
© whereby every Sell and Party laboured tg oppreſ's their Adver ſ- 
« ries, and kept themſelves from putting forth th-ir Authority againſt 
« any Diſſentirs in Chriſtian Religion, who yet ained the Foundation of 
&« the Faith in any Competent meaſure. For letthe Reader bur look 
in the Code of Theodo/izs, and he ſhall finle that there are no 
leſs then /ixty two Laws made againit Hereticks and Schiſmatichs; 
and that of all the Emperors from Conſtantine the Great to 
Valentinian the Third , except, 7alian the Apoitate , (who 
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ſouglit by & Toleration to ruin Chriſtianity) Conſtantive and 
Valens, who were repuced Hereticks, and made Laws againlt 
the Catholick Chriftizns. And theſe Laws were not only a+ 
g:1alt ſuch Hereticks as deſtroyed the Powndation of the Faith: bur 
thoſe alio who,in a competent meaſure did retain it, as the Aeriani, 
Anligni, Nyvitiani, Euchite, and ſeveral of the ſame Nature; 
And telidestheſe 62 Laws againſt Hereticks in genera), There 
are Severall Laws agiin(t choſe that did Rebaptize, How ſecure- 
ly therefore, (not to ſay unfaithfully) do theſe men ſay, that 
© theb ;/# Emperonrs did not put forth thisr Authority againſ#® Diſ- 
ſenters in Keligzon. 
Bur they ſay, « Yalentinianus by publick Decree, granted Liberty 
* of Religion unto all (hriſtians. For which they cite Soz.omen, and 
eAmmianu Marcellings, Burt this is ſaid by neither, For Sozo- 
men, 1.6.c, 6. (And the Adverſaries tell us not any other 
place, there we ſhould finde this Teſtimony) Saith only 
this, He was of . the ſame Opinion with thoſe of the Comncil of 
Nice, and theſe he did benefit, and to thoſe that were otherwiſe per 
ſwaded, he gave no trouble. Here is no mention of a Publick decree. 
Amn, Marc.\, Neither doth Ammianw ſpeak of any ſuch thing,but among the 
30,nter Religi- other CharaQers he gives that Prince at his Death, he deſcribes 
nm diverſita- his Moderation. That he unconcerned himſelf in the differences of 
tes medins fie- Religion,ner did be diſquiet any,8&c, This of Ammianm, a Gentile,is 
phe — ,. to be underſtood of Yalentinian's Toleration of Gentiliſm,which 
ry ey having been ſo much revived and carefled by Jwlian , was net 
preſently to be depreſſed, leſt it might burden the beginnings 
of his Empire,with too great difficulties. Belides, by ſuch a gene- 
ral permifſion for a time he ſhould more ſafely deliver Chriſtia- 
nity from the Injuries the Apsſtate had done unto ir, But I cannot 
ſee what reaſon theſe Proteſtants have to boaſt in a Toleration, 
that gives equal Priviledges to /dolaters, or Atheiſts, as them- 
ſelves. Asto that which Sozomen ſaith, that he gave no trouble 
tro thoſe that were otherwiſe perſwaded it was 1athe beginning 
of his Empire alſo: for that he did not perſevere in that Humor, 
appears by the ſeveral Laws, he made againſt Hereticks and 
Cad. Th.1, 16, Schiſmaticks. That againſt the CAanichees, for he commanded 
Tit. 5.1, 13. that whereſoever the meetings and company of Manichees ſhould be, 
their Teachars being cenſured, the Houſe and dwelling , where they 
were taught, ſhowld be confiſcatedin the ninth year of his Reign, 
an 
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and in the g-nth be made another againſt Rebaptizing ; Beſides (2) 15. Ti, 6. 
his Reſcyipt tro O!ylri«e,that he ſhow!d forbid the Diſſenteys at Rome, £** 011m. 
to mect within twenty miles of Rome, And that to Pretextatur, 
whereby he commanded to baniſh Mr/icinus : So that this, 
one of che B2it Emperours did pur forth his Auchority againſt 
Diflencers in Religion. 
The next they name is Gratianw, Who they ſay made a Law, 
that Religion ſhowld le free to all ſorts and Setts of Chriſtiant, ex- 
cept the Minichees, Photinians, and Eunomian-, This inſtance 
makes 2gataſt chemſelves ; for their reaſons which they uſe 
for torbearance, will make as well for Indulgence to the A1- 
nichzes, Photinians, and Emnomians ; becauſe their apprehbenli- 
ons are not in their own power. Chriſt (14 not bid Coerce, 
nor baniſh thoſe S2Ats ; and the Apoſtles ſpoke, nothing of 
chem, nor againſt chem : and yer they produce Gratian for one 
of the beſt Emperours that did except them from all Indul- Co. 16. Tie. g. 
gency. And indeed, he did not only except theſe, but he made |- 4 5- 
three Laws againlt the Conventicles of all other Hetericks. 9% | por 
Two of tieſe Laws are in Codex T heodoſianmns ; The firit there ml ee Dae 
preſt doth imply a Law made before againſt them; For theſe are coecus bu e:tce 
the Words We have heretofore commanded for the good of the uſurpationis 
Holy Catholick Religion, that the Aſſemblies of the Heretical Yſur -4#e/cerent) | 
pation ſhould ceaſe. Whether theſe meetings were held either in n.cray any | 
Towns, « inthe Countries, without theſe Churches which are of our pl wat any 
Communion ; «ll thoſe places to be returned into our Exchequer, in cleſsrs qu25 mo 
which by a falſe pretence of Religion, Altars were placed 5 which tra Pax ovtinet 
if it ould happen & be negleRed ) either by the Connivence of the conventus age» 
Judges, or by perverſeneſs of the profane (Hereticks)) there ſhall le emmy =—_ 
| | _— | a is 
the ſame puniſ} ment for either cauſe. Here is a Law implied, which quibus {alſo 
is conarmed by this, and chat Law is proved to be made by Religioais 0%- 
Gratian, about the end of 375 year of our Lord, in which his tents altaria 
Father being dead, he was Supreme in the Weſtern Empire ; {744/e#'ur, | 
and che Law here ſet forth, was about the year 378, While Va- | % 
lens was yet alive, Burt after the death of Yalens, he going in- gjcun, (eu = 
to the Eaſtern Empire, and finding the Corruptions there very faworum tmpro- 
high, he was neceffirated ro Temporize, and there at Sirmiuns bitate, exdem 
he made that Conſtitution which. Socrates and Sozowen. ſpeak of, ©" if #'r0que 
of granting Liberty to all but the Manichees, Phetip'ans, and Eu- Ns 
E nomians. 1, 5, 
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romians. Buthe was not long in that minde, for he revers*4 
tha', and made another Law againſt all Hereticks ; which is the 
fift Law againſt Hereticks, in Cod. Theod, Thus it appears thac 
lis orher het Emperovr Gr-tianw did pur forth his Authority 
againſt D flenrers in Religion; and they have not found any 
one among thoſe arcient Chriſtian Emperours, that Lach been 
for their Indulgence, bur againit it. 


SaCe7. % 


Inda'gence not to be grounded upon the pralice of the 
Mudern Emperonrs and Princes. 


Ur the Apologiſts having been abuſed themſelves, or de- 

liring to abuſe uz with an Opinion, that the Belt Ancienr 
Emperours were for Indulgence, with ſtrange ill luck, or a 
Monſtrous inadvertencie ſav, They (i. e. Ancient Emperours ) 
have not been without their fellowers in thoſe Ages, wherein the Dif- 
ferences about Religion have riſen toas great an height, as they are 
capable of, &c. And the following Princes whom they name are 
Popiſh Emperours, ſome of whom, they themſelves brand with 
Perfidiouſneſs and crnelty, as Sigiſmmnd and Charles the Fifth, 
and of the others Ferdinand, Maximilian, Rodolphu; they bring no 
clear Teſtimonies, that they did grant Liberty co all, and every 
Religion : or that they did abate the Cruelty and Rigour of 
the Laws that were made by their Predeceſlors, and were ur- 
ged by the Popes, againſt Diſſenters in Religion. So that they 
urge theſe great, names only to amuſe the unacquainted Rea- 
der: whichjudic'ous men will plainly ſee, are Witneſles,cither 
that ſignify nothing, orelſe againſtchem. 

As for the blot uppn Sigiſmund's Honowr, in breaking his Word 
of Safety and Liberty to John Huſs, and Jerome of Prague, it can 
no whit ftain thoſe Princes, who by publick Laws do openly 
forewarn their SubjeRs of falling into danger, and do nor ſur- 
priſe them by any falſe, and baſe Praftices. 

Nor are we more concerned in the Events of Charles, the 
Fifth's filling the World with Blood and Uprores, for the Extirpati- 
en of Proteſtantiſm. Since our Laws are not writ in Blood An 
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his was. Is there no difference 'betwixe an Emperours In- 
valions upon Free Princes, and Cities, anda Kings and Parlia- 
ments g ving Laws to their own People? Suppoſe he were un- 
happy inche uſe of Power beyond the limits of Jaſiice, 1s ir 
not therefore Lawtful co uſe a Power within irs d 1e bounds ? 
Burt how can theſe Writers apply his Lofſes and Diſappoint- 
ments rowards his latter end, as ti:e iſſue of his delignes again(t 
Proteſtantiſm ? How Co they know, (as they uſed tolay) the, 
minde of God in that P: ovidence; Stace as great perſecutors of 
the truth, as he was, went to their Graves in outWard Peace and 
olory. They cannot gather it from the Irſtrumonts of his Loſ- 
ſes and D:ſappointments, For Afawrice of Saxony had been ore, 
though a Proteſtant, who had affiſted him in his War upon che 
other Prore!tants, and had received as a reward of his ingra - 
ritude, the Dominions and EleRorſhip of Fohn Frederick Duke 
of $1x0ny, his kinſman ; and this man did rather ſurprize him, 
then deal as a Generou: Enemy.Charles's greateſt Loſſes,wasfrom 
Henry the ſecond of France, a man more greedy of Proteſtanrs 
blood,then Charles had appeared to be. Laſtly, Hisloſs were ap- 
plied, by ſome Fe/wites to his Injuries to Pope Clement the eighth, 
v hom by lis Armies he belieged in St. Angelo. So little ground 
have men to fix the Providences of God upon what they diſlike. 
That they are caſually aplyed ro contrawgwich «qual probabilicy. 
&« Ferdinand (they ſay ) his Brother and Succeſſor, kept the Peace 
« of the Empire, by a conſt ant Peace, granted to the ( onſciences of 
« © Hen. They ſhould have proved this by ſome Authentick Ht- 
ſtory, for S/ridan tells us he was not very Indulgent to the 
Poor Bohemians : Burt they neither ſhew us how, and when he 
changed b.is minde; and when he gave an Indulgence, and re- 
verſed his Brothers decrees. Maximilian's ſaying (which 
they do not tell us from whom they learned ir ) 4. e, That the 
Empire of Conſcience belonged to God alone, wherein he would newer 
interpoſe, Signifies nothing , unleſs his pratice were agreeable 
edir, which they do not afſert. His Counſel to Henry the Third 


of France returning out of Poland, was, (ns T huanm faith) That Thumi Hiſt, ' 
in the beginnings of his Reign, and firſt entrance #9 France , he. 58. 


ſhould eſtabliſh Peace; for ſo ſaid he, the dreadfull menorry of the 
paſt altions, wonid be dela cad the Blame of then won!d be inv- 
2 puted 
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ru!ed rather to others then him. This amounts to no more then an 
Aft of Oblivion, which yer we ſee among us,doth nor ſettle our 
Teace. Or if itbe to be underſtood of a Pezce, asto Religion, 
ir may be unferſtood of a Fortearance, as to thoſe Acts of 
Blood, which Henry had been guilty of ; for he was one of the 
prime Ators inthe great French Maſſacre of Proteſtants. For 
there wz finde no Words of Maximilian, that lignify granting 
an Indulgence to all Religions. 
Neither do we finde what they ſay of the ſame Henry the third, © 
&« that h: left it as his laſ® Advice to his Connſellors;that they ſhould no 
&© more with Force interpoſe in the matters of Religion. For T hnanus an 
Thuan, Hift Hiſtorian of unqueitionable Credit, gives us his laſt Speech ro 
L bd. his Counſellors, after he had been fiab'd by Clement the Friar ; 

in which there is not one word to that purpoſe. All that he 

ſaith is this, that the Cauſe of Religion ſhould not terrify them 

from accepting Henry of Navarre to berbeir King, who had a 
m Proteſtantes {BH robe ſo; and inthe Characters of this Prince, Thuanu 
- + crnciliabils (aithy that he Proſecuted the Proteſtants with an irreconciliable ha- 
odio uſque ad tred to his laſt End, How miſerably are theſe Apologiſts put to 
#u!timum Spiri-it, to finde Friends for their Cauſe, when they are forced to 
tum proſcent#s pretend roa Kindneſs, that never was, from ſuch an Enemy of 
eſt. Proteſtants as this was. 

They Co not tell us frorfr what good Author they received 
the ſaying of Rodolphus the Emperonr upon the defeat of his Forces, 
That he looked for ng other 1ſſme, ſince he invaded the T hrene of God, 
by impoſing on the Conſciences of Men. But ſuppoſe irtrue, he 
might juttly expe it, if he broke his Faith given cothe Prote- 
Rants before, or unjuſtly rook from them the Peace his Prede- 
ceſſors had granted ; And yer this is sothing at all co prove a ne- 
celſty of Indulgence co thoſe various Diflenters, ro whom the 
Laws alwaies have denied it, and no Prince of ours ever gran- 
red rothem,and who only had forced impunity to themſelves,by 

, an unjuſt Arms. 

We condemn, as well as they, the Butcheries of the Duke 
of Alva: Burt wethink the Toleration granted by Henry the 
fourth, can be no precedent for Indulgence trothem ; The Pro» 
teſtants in France had their Toleration granted long before, and 
were unjuſtly uſed in the breaking of cbeir Peace, ar wr 

ourt 
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Firth therefore reſtores them what was el:eir own: and it had 
been ſtrange if he ſhould nor, for he was oblized to ir, by all 
the ties of Gratitude, He had been bred up inthe ſame Reli- 
cion, they had been his Support in all his Dangers, and were a 
Conliderable part of his Strength againſt the Holy League. Lec 
burtthe merics of our Diſſenters to the Crown,be weighed with 
thoſe ; and if chey can pothbly appear equal, let them bave what 
they deſerve. 

Theſe arethe iſe and Mighty Monarchs,whoſe praftices they 
appeal unto, theſe are thole that were followers of the Bet? 
Ancient Emrerours ; Ard yet none of theſe make any things tor 
chem. Iris a wonder chat they could finde no Protelitant Prin- 
ces to be their Patrons, bur chey mult be on!y for the Popiſh. 
Te might have been expeted, that among the Beſt, Mighty, and 
W:ſe Monarchs we ſhould have found Edward the xt, Queen 
Elizabeth, and King James ; who by the confeſhon of all ſound 
Proteſtaurs, deſerved well of their Profeſſion: But theſe are 
left out of their Catalogue of beft Princes, b:cauſe theſe were 
not for their Indulgence. They conclude with an empty boalt; 
« The World is full of Inſtances of the like kinde , which we cannor 
believe ; for ſure in ſuch a multicude they might have found ma- 
ny more leſs impertinent then thoſe chey bring, or elſe they 
have no good judgment intheir Choice : bur ſuch a confidert 
boaſt was neceflary to hide their real want. 

Thus having examined their reaſons, and Inſtances for In- 
dulgence, Ichink itunneceſlary to refle&t upon their Corol{a- 
ries Harangnes,and their other obſervations; for their grounds 
being founde falſe, and naught, allcheir ſuperſtufures will fall | 
of themſelves. Neicher do I envy them the prayſes they make for 
themſelves,(the greateſt arguments they uſe roche Peoplez)and 
therefore ſhallnot contradit them : my deligne being only to 
ſearch for the truch, which I deiire they may imbrace, and no 
longer ſeek to perpetuate their Schiſms, to. the unſpeakable 
Diſhonour of Chriſtianity. 
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SECT. $ 
A Vindicaticn of the Diſcourſe of To'eration, from the 
Exceptions in the Sccond Diſceur{c of Relipion. 
P j g 


Aving confirmed the Diſccarſe of Toleration againft thoſe 

Argnments ther are for Indulgence , Ic is requitite to ju- 
thfy it aiſo aginit the Exceptions thar are made agatnit it in the 
ſecond Diſcercrſe of Religion, whoſe Title boalts an Anſivey to it,bue 
che fo'l»wing Treatite ſhews how frontleis the Ticle Page is. 
For he harh nor conlidered at all, choſe grounds vpon which 
Toleration is unjaſtifiabie, nor thoſe reaſons which thow it a- 
gait the Intereſt of this Nation ; but rather indeavouring to 
delude his Reader then anſwer his Acverſary , be hath ſel-ed 
only ſome few paſſages for the SubjeAts of his Contradiftion , 
with out conlidering "that order and method, in which they 
ſtood, (and from which they received ſtrength, ) or the 
reaſons which were added to their ſupport. And againſt cheſe 
Paſſages he ſeldom offers any reaſons, bur they are the matter 
of his Declamation, and occaſions to ſuggeſt an Odium apgain(t 
his Opponent. He hath not been able to, ſhew any Teſtimony 
that was cited, to be falſe; or any Inſtance alledged, to be Im- 
pertinent, Therefore the Diſcourſer of Toleration did not 
think himſelf obliged in point of Reputation toreply ro ſuch 
weak exceptions, becauſe he cannot diſtruſt ſo far his Readers 
judgment; and for that he thinks that neicher his own, nor the 
Adverſariescredit is of that moment, as to ſpend his time, and 
concern the World in his writing for it : But he conceives his 
Obligations and Duties to the Truth, require that he ſhould nor 
deſert it inſo greatan affront, nor ſuffer the People ro be im- 
poſed upon by importunate Writers, to think that Comprehenſion 
znd Toleration are proper methods for the Union, and fie means 
for the Efablihm:nt of this Church and State. For theſe are con- 
ceived to be Originally the Projefs of ſuch, who guilty of our 
late Troubles, have nor yer laid down their Enmity to the E. 
ſabliſhmene ; Alchough they may by ſome in che ſimplicity of 


- their hearts, beimbraced for ſuch as they are pretended to be. 


By theſe laſt ſors of men I would not be miſunderſtood, as if 
I 


Diſcowſe of Toleration. 
T intended toobſtruct che way to any who detires to enter into 
the Peace and Communion of the Church. For I ſhall e- 
tteem ira great mercy, if God ſhould be pleaſed to incline the 
hearrs cf choſe that are D:flenters,ro the true and proper wayes - 
cf Peace: and to joyn with us in promorias Truth and 
Righreouſrels in the Land, fo that togerher with us they 
may enjoy the Comforts of Gods ſervice, znd the Emoluments 
of the Church. Although I cannot agree wich them to think 
that theſe ways propoſed by chem will lead us to ſo happy a ſtate. 
So that having no animoſity againſt ſuch Perſons, ror even with 
this mine Adverſary, all other Conlideracions, but thoſe of che 
Cauſe in Cortroverlie , being laid alide , the task will be bur 
ſhorr. For avoiding all repetitions as much as may be, be- 
cauſe tedious and nauſeous to the Reader ; I ſhall nor meddle 
with what is a freſh printed on the $.1bjet; Becauſe therein 
the Author ſeems to judicious men Cantilenam Canere, repeat 
other words to the ſame Tune : but ſhall only anſwer to the ex- 
ceptions he hath made. 


—— 


SBCT. &% 
The Diſſenters are guilty of Diſſentions. 


Irſt he would put of ſo much inthe conlideration of To- 

leration, as ſhews the SubjeR of ir ro be D;ſſentions in Reli- 
gion which are remonſtrated ro be infamous intheir Cauſes,and 
dreadfull in their EffeRts, and did therefore require the Magi- 
flrates care to obſtru the ruine they chreatned,which could 
rot be done by a Toleration, as appears by Inſtances new and 
old. All that he would wave with a moſt pitifull Shift of di- 
ſtinguiſhing berween Diflentions,and Diſſents, an4 ſaies, ** That 
&« thiſe whoſe Liberty is in queſtion, are not tonchtd with that which is 
« Written of the Nature of Diſſentions, with their Cauſes and Con- 
« ſequences, and the Magiſtrates duty concerning them. Diſſent 
indeed and Diſentions difter as the principle, and the ations 
flowing from that principle, as the Cauſe and the EfﬀfeRs, and 
may be ſeparated one from the other. Butwith what faieb, and 
what hope of being believed could this Author fay,that = Diſ- 
enters 
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ters amons us are not chargeable with D:iſſention ; Since inthe 
greateſt Schiſms, and moit confefled Diflentions, there have 
not been worſe Effects, then the D ferences among us 
have produced. Has nor Religion by reaſon of chem, beeurhe 
ſcorneof Atheiſts > What a multicude of Sclanders do the di- 
vided parties ra:ſe upon thoſe from whom they diſſent? What 
Ruins did they bring upon the State, and what Perſecutions of 
thoſe who adhered to the Church ? Beſides the preſent pra- 
ices, ſhew how little the Non- (onforwiſts reſt in a bare Diflene 
from the Publick Rule, when they have and do uſe their ut- 
molt endeavours to abrogate that Rule, to repzal che Laws, 
which eſtablifþ.ic, When all choſe Miniſters have relinaquiſh'd 
the places of Miniſtry,and moſt of them have ſet up private 
Congregations, by which they forſake the Commnion of the 
Church. What truth or juſtice hath he, that dares deny theſe t9 
be Diſſentions, and that thoſe men are not touched, by what is 
ſaid of them? 

Ie appears more fully that theſe men reſted nor in a bare 
Diflenc, ſince their praftices upon their Diſſent, proceeded 
unto Faction, in State, and the feveral Kinds and meaſures of 
D.fNentions were ſo many Faftions: which was one of the four 
reaſons that were given, why a Toleration of them was not for 
the Intereſt of this Nation. All the reſt the Courteous Reply- 
er paſſerh over in ſilence, and to this only he ſaies that They 
«© are mt ſo Originally and Radically,but by Accident. $one may take 
* advantage to raiſe,and keep up Fattios by them. It they come to 
be ſuch any way, the manner how they become ſo, 15 no allevi- 
ation tothe miſery they bring upon vs. But belides the other 
reaſons which were before given, it is plain, that ehere is in 
Difſentions of Religion, a natural aptitude to form a FaQtion; 
becauſe we ſeeAmHvirious and Enterprizing men do alwaies make 
uſe of them,and that with ſucceſs to ſuch an end. For let bur 
the Deligner pretend the benefir of any one, or more Sets, 
and then he hath all choſe that are combined in their Conven« 
ticles, ready for his correſpondence, and united to adminiſter 
rohis Ambition. Therefore thoſe Fatious men which lately 
overthrew our Laws and Government, did bur pretend for the 
Liberty of Godly, and Tender Conſciences , and break down chat 

OVErn- 
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Government which was ſet in the Church to re{train them, and 
then all choſe were preſently devored to them. And this was 
done before they did dare ** to make that breach b'twren the late 
© Xing, and Parliament, and this was the opening of an eAv:nu? 
£9 all onr miſeries, though ir was ſome time atrer, char they did 
enact a T7oleration far all perſwaſions except Popery and Pre- 
lice. 

This Genelem-n anſwers not the reifons, which proved tliar 
Diflentions among us were become Factions, nor did he take 
rotice that all tloſe who have no good will :o the Staregare fcar- 
rered among them that are Enemies co ele Church. Bur he 
cnly propoſes a d:tferent Conlide. ation of the Non-Conformiſts, 
trom the Papiſts,Theſe laſt he ſaith, acknowledge 2 Foreign Juriſ- 
diction, and have the refuges of Foreign Princes or Staies ; Br: 
the Non-Conformift have not, Suppoſe this were true, yer D:fNler- 
rers in Religion as we have feen,can forma FaRion withour the 
help of Fore:gners,which by fraud and Force ruined the Aus 
cient and Leg4/ Government. And when theſe Fatious Per- 
ſons have been diſappointed ; they have found Refuge in Fo- 
reign States, whiclt have reſerve: them as fit Inftrumenrs to re- 
new our Troubles, while they aflaulced us. The late riling in 
Scotland doth evidence this ; for zl! thoſe that eſcaped the PuH- 
lick Juſtice found entertainment in the Low Comntreys, 
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That there # no Stability in the Principles of the 
Diſſenters. 


Frer this he is angry that it was affirmed, That the Prins 
ciples of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, do not admit of any Sta- 
bility, but may be drawn out to Patronize the wildeſ® Seftr. Hz 
rejects for this the Teſtimonies of Archbiſhop Whirgift, and Mr. 
Hooker, as being their eminent Adverſaries ; bur he ſaith no- 
ching of the argument brought from our own Experience. They 
were the firſt party among us thar broke the Peace, and we 
know how cheir principles were flung intheir Faces by the 6- 
F ther 
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ther Seft-, wo proceeded forther and further upon their po- 
fitions, Tie ground of thoſe Wits Mens Obſervationzto whom 
may be adted Dr, Synderſ.n, was this princip!e of the No. - 
Con'orm iis, That the Scripture ir, a\xquara agendorum Regu'a; 
[ as nothing might liafully le dune without expreſs Wrrant, Th 
ber fre Tm ſme comm nd, or Ex impie contained therein, An let 
jadicious n:enconlider how tar this may be drawn. 

Bur then again't this he in{tances inthe French, Du:ch, and 
Helvuctian Cl\urch which rhovgh Presl3terian keep themſelves in 
Orthodox nity, 

To this we apſ.ver, that the Integrity and Unity of the Pro- 
teſtarr resbyterian Churches beyond che Sea, 49 not con- 
clude to the ſoundneſs of the principles of that Parry among us, 
no more then ther miſcarriages can diſparage thoſe Churches 
who ciſclaim them. For ſome do undertake ro prove, that that 
Party among us, is a particilar diitt Set from all of that 

.. ._, Name beyond the Seas. And they produce this Teltimony 
PbBpSa of a Foreipn Learned Min Laudovicws Capellas wie ſaith, There 
— "4 are of Late rriſen in England certain Moroſe, Scrupnlous, and top 
rime exorts tender (nit to ſity Superſtitions) en, to whom that Litmrgie which 
ſunt in Angiia their Church hath hitherto uſed, ſeems not only reprov.able, but they 
Moroſs, ſeri* hyvs whilly abaliſked it, togrthrr with the whole Hierarchical Go- 
pales, Bt ronment of Biltops : andin its place have ſulſtituted that which 

they call their Direftory. And however they may agree wich 
thoſe abroad in ſome things: Yer they do not in this prit- 
ciple, which was obſerved ro be the reaton of their In/tability. 
For 1. The French C'urche's ſenſe, is expreſt by M-. Calvin, 
Confel, Fides We confeſs all 1ndevery C hurch hath juſt 4uthority to make Laxs and 
oblata Ce/ari, Tnjunitimns, toConſtitute a Common Polity among themſelves, 2.,The 
&c. later opu- Dutch C'\\urch Gorh not countenance [11ch a pitaciple For Span- 
ſcula Caluil. heygirg a Profeſior among them ſaith, Every Church hath 1 Power 
Fatemur Wn gp 4 + 10t abrog-ted to make Laws, ; nir are all humane 'raditions 
omacs tim £04 - — . 
am fingulas #0 be utterly pr:ſcribed , for Traditions of Dotrine are to be diſtin- 
Eccleſias hoc gailred from thoſe of Rites : the Church indeed hath ny L-e'/l tine 
Jus habere, ut power about thoſe things ; yet it hath about theſe. 3. As tor the 
Leges & ft1# Felyetiin Chirches, this Diſcourſer hath be:n rold by the 
- emo Learned Dyrel, in his Treatiſe p. 6. Thar they are not Prey. 
_ Chriſtiana, terian, For chey have a Subordination of Miniſters, as 4»- 
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tiſtites, Tens, Canine, Paſtors who have the Care of Souls, and 
Deacons, as here amonglt us in England ; they have ſet forms of 
Prayer, Holy dayes, Organs and other inftrumenral CMuſich; and 
ſureche princ'p!es of theſe men as well as cheir Practices are nor 
Presbyterian, and thoſe Churches that are, have nor che princi- 
ples of piddineſe, which are maintained here. It che Scotch Church 
were ſo pure :s the Aurhor faich , we may aſſign their Purity ro 
their Sever ities, which frighred all Diflenters of drawing theig 
principles farther than they would endure. 

In the next place, this Maxim, Thit an [ndiff:rent thing be- 
comes wunlanfull ly leing commanded ; which was fa'd to be com- 
mon among the D-flenrers, gives us little hopes of Scabil:ry. 
For lince ſome things Indifferent, (i, e. neither commanded nor 
forbidden by Go@ ) will neceſſarily fall into praRice in che 
Worſhip of God, and tlirough the weakne(s of men there may, 
and will arife contradittory Opinions, and fo confequent- 
ly through Intereſt, H:mour, and Corruptions, Diſlentions a= 
bout chem : if there be no power letc to the Church co derer- 
mine thoſe things, and whatſoever ſhe determines doth there- 
fore become linful, as theſe men imagine, wliat way is lefe to us 
to come to an Eitabliſhment, and what hopes of Peace and 
' reſt between the contending Parties, wlien none can determine 
and enjoyn ? That this Maxime is common among. them this 
Author doth not deny, butonly gives us the Speech of ſome of 
them, out of Papers they have printed , Which does not dif- 
own what was imputed tothem, but by ſeveral ambages ſeek to 
hide their ſenſe in that point. But I conceive their judgment in 
ehis pointisclear under their own hands ; when in the Conte- 
rence at the Savoy, Where this Propolition, That command 
which commandeth an Af init ſelf Lawfull, and no other A where - 
by any unjuſt penalty is injoyned, nor any Circumſtance whence diretly 
or per accidens any Sin is conſequent which the commander enght to 
provide againſt, hath init all things requiſite to the lawfulneſs of « 
Command, and particularly cannat be guilty of Commanding an 
AF per accidens wunlawfml, nor of Commanding an Aft under an 
unjuſt Penalty, was denied by the joynt Content of thoſe who 
diſputed for the Non-Conformiſts, Let this be conſidered 
whether this be ſonnd ſpeech that cannot be proved ? 
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Another gtound of diſcouragement from baving any hopes of 
Stability, by adm'tting their Compretenlion, is their ſhyneſs 
tog've usthe particulars wherein rhey will reſt, and what will 
ſarisly them toan acquieſcence. Fur though the Diſcourſer 
1.t 1 * that the propumnded Latitude , leaves out nothing neceſ- 
«ry to ſecure the Charches Pecce : Yet he refules to give us 
tie bouudaries of his Latitude ; and putting us off as he did be- 
fore with theſe General things, neceſſary co Faith and Lite, 
and godly Order, he quarrels che Arſwerer for ſaying this 
Eftalliſ} ment is not emongh fer ſettlement, becawſe it doth 
not ſecure the Churches Peace, Yer ine doth not anſwer any 
thing to that which proved it, as the Inſtance of the preſent 
Diſſenctions ; Where'uthough the Charch of England and 
the Presbyterians agree in things necellary ro Life, Faith, 
ard Order: Yer we finde no peace betwixt them. To which 
ve may add, that the Presbyterians , and Independents have a 
further 8preement, yer there was no peace among them, bur 
rhey mutually writ and preached one againſt the othrr,the firit 
declaring and pecricioning , that the latt ſhould not haye a Toles» 
ration, and the laſt by Subtlery, and force weakening and expo- 
ling the farlt ro Contempt and Rnin, And therefore ſure there 
15 ſomething elſe neceflary tro Neace. 

Ie was alſo inftanced that in Government and Worſhip in 
both which ſome particulars are not abſolutely neceflary, there 
might ariſe D fferences. This he doth not diſprove, bur re- 
plies with gravity, ©* Verily it may much amuſe one to think what 
* that thing ſhenld be in the Eccleſi.ſtical Polity which ts not neceſ- 
« ſary to the Chriſtian Faith, and Life, er Godly Order in the 
« Church; and yet n'ceſſary to ſecure the Churches Peace. To take of 
thisamaſement, lecic be conidered how the Great things of 
Chriſtianity,ditfer from thepeace of che Church. The Principles 
of Faith,Good Life and Order are ee Foundarion of that Chriſti- 
an Society which is the Church, But Peace being as che agree- 
ment and mutual firnefs of all che parts of the edifice mult ne- 
ceſlary be of larger exrent. There-may be breaches in an Houſe, 
where the Foundation remains firm and entire; and there have 
been ofren fherce contentions among Chriftians that yer have 
agreed inthings neceſlary to Salyation, and effential ro Chri. 
ſtian 
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jan Worſhip. Theſe crurhs of Faith, and principles of Life 
have a continual exiſtence ; and though che World ſhould not 
receive them, and wicked m2n Contradict them : yet they have 
tilltheir being in Nature, ard are commenſurate with Eternity. 
Bur peace may be,and(as experience tells us) is bue Temporary, 
In civil Societies the meanelt and vileit Perſons have been a- 
ble co make Sedirions :n{ Murinies , even to che overthrow of 
an Eſtabliſhed Government; and we may finde Schiſms and Di- 
viſions have been made in the Socieriez of Chriſtians by per- 
ſons, who chrovph Ignorayce have Wrelted the Scriptures, -2nd 
men of perverſe minds whole glory was their ſhame, and char 
alſo upon things of the leaſt moment. Look upon thoſe (ata- 
logues of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks that are given us by Epipha» 
nims, Auguſtine and Philaſter, and you will finde many of them 
have been not only Infamous in their Authors : buralſo Con- 
remptible in cheir Occalions and grounds of their Separation. 
Nay, if you will look upon thoſe recorded in Scripture, you 
may ſoon perceive, from how ſmall occalions rhe Contentions, 
and diviſions did ariſe in the Church of Corinth, about Paxl, and 
Apollos, and Cephas, and Chriſt, about the vayling of Women, ar 
Religious Aflemblies, and thoſe contentions in the celebration 
of rhe Sacrament. He that is a conlidering perfon,will not be 
amuſed to think that there is ſomething neceflary for the 
Churches Peace, that is not neceſſary for Faith and goo Life 
and O:der. 

We are yet further 4iſcouraped as co any hopes of Stability 
by the Poſition publ:ſhed by ſome of the Difſenrers, and part:- 
cularly by this Diſcourſer, © That the Church doth not claims 411 
« Inf. llibility ; and therefore ſhe cannit ſettle the Conſcience, by bry 
«oe Wrrant, but ſtill I-aves room fur doubting ; and this he ur- 
gesas a reaſon why * fie ſhomld not preſcribe forms and Rites of 
« Religion, and if ſhe doth, the Conſcience that doth its office will in- 
terpoſe and concern it ſelf ; and it being # ſatisfied, Farrs, and Rents 
will follow, This Arg1ment is bort owed trom che Pop ſh Wri- 
ters, who roreduce the Proteſtants rhat deny che Infallibility 
of their Church to an abſurdiry, argue taar /f the Church Le not 
Infallible, ſhe can pripoſe nothing whereof any man may le aſſured 
it ts Tyme or Falſe, but is left to his own Witt and Diſcourſe. Thus 
thoſe 
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thoſe who profeſs ſo great an hatred of the Papiſts,do yer take 
vp their A: ments tor DoRrinsand Politons, when they will 


{eryet' » rr nc 4;anſt the Church of England ; Bur to prove 


I:o », that 1/hoſo.ver ts not infallible, cannot ſettle the 
( >poiirg thi by to Settle, this Author underſtood 
ro was ſhes? low many abſurdities mult needs fo! - 
109; tor 41! Goverament in Stare,and Familics, and the grounds 
s # Tarr” ap, yy 14h in” [ h ' z # !! -hic! 
Gl! Mm. tuit Commerce, would be OVErtnrown DY It. LOAN wWAICH 


he anſwers by a pirifvl D.ſtirdtion, berwixt Ovliging er Binding 
the Conſcience, and ſettling it ir /eaving no 10m or doubting ; For 
{ onſcierc: (ſaith Be) may le 9! liged, when it & not ſettled. By this 
reply I am now farisfied, that bits Ignorance is greater then 
I:is Malice wl:ich I doubred before. For 1, Here he ſuppoſes, 
thitto /{ttle, ſo as toleave no room for doubting, is the effect 
of a Law commanded by a j:{t and Lawfvll Authority,which is 
ta'ſe. Becau'e many of the Laws of God,and of our S1viour,who 
are Infallible, did not nor do attain this effet; For there 
l:ave been, and may be doubts concerning them in the conſci- 
ences of holy and good men; And of this we have an In- 
ſtance inthe Apoſtles. Chriſt had giver them a Command Togo 
-nd Preach to ali Nations, and Baptize them, &c+ This Command 
did oblige them to reach the Gentiles: yet St. Peter doubred 
whether he ſhould go to Cornelizs a Gentile: to ſhow him the 
things of Chriſt : and was therefore raughe by a Viſion nor to 
ſcruple it. The ſame doubt did alſo perplex the other A- 
poſtles and Brethren, who therefore call'd St, Peter to an ac- 
count, as having done that which he ought not to do, and were 
not ſertled,that is left not of their doubtings, till Sr. Peter had 
acquainted them with the Viſion, and miracle of piving the 
Holy Ghoſt to the Gentiles, So that iris evident that to ſettle 
the Conſcience, is not the effet of Law even from an Infal- 
lible Authority;this rather is ro be the work of a Teacher, then 
of a Lawpiver. For the proper and immediate effe& of a Law 
isro Oblige and binde, that is, to impoſe a Neceſſity of Obedi- 
ence upon Men, who it they do not obey, do lin, athough chey 
doubt. 2. He has now rendred his opinion far more odious, 
and of more dangerous, and abſurd conſequence, then it was be- 
fore. For if whoſoever cannot ſettlethe Conſcience, ſoasthere 


Diſcourſe of Toleration. 


« lefr no plice for doubr, ought not eo preſcrive, or give Laws: 
1nd if they do give Laws, alchough the Conſcience is obliged by 
them, yet 1t may interpoſe and concern ic felt, fo as to cauſe 
Rents or Jarrs; Then neither an Infallible, nor Fallible Autho- 
rity can preicribe Ries, and forms of Religion ; becauſe ic may 
ſo be, that rhe Conſcience may (till doubt, and ſo nor be lertled. 
Now what hopes of ſtability from men of ſuch a perſwalion? 
Since the Stability of every Society is founded upon the Juſt 
Commands Of Superiors, of things within their Power , and 
the Peoples Obligation to -obey ſuch Commands: which is 
overthrown by this poſition : ard a doubting Conſcience can 
{lripthe Magiltrace of his Authority, and quirthe People from 
Obedience. 


SECT. I8. 
Th:re was a neceſſity of Enjoyning, and there us alſo of 


Continuing the Ceremonies. 


Hen theſe men have ca!l'd the Churches Authoriry into 

Queſtion, then they do her prudence, tor making {n- 
junttions that are not at all neceſſary.To this was ſh-wed, that ar rhe 
beginning of the Reformation there was a necelſiry of ſach In- 
jm1;&-0ns ; becauſe there being Controverlies about them, the 
Church was to Conſult her Peace, and did it,by cutting off ſome 
Ceremonies, - and retaining fume which were enjoyned to the 
Common obſervance of all. That the number of thoſe for Cere 
mnies was the greateſt, as comprehending all th.ſe who ſtaid at home, 
and di1 nit fly in the time of Queen Maryes perſecution. That 
they were che greateit Nnmber che Adverſary did nor dire to 
deny, but without any Teitimony he faich, char © ſuch as Diſſen- 
*«® ted from the Ceremonies at that time had their Aſſemilies for the 
« Wor(/ip of God in this Land. It he h1d proved this ty ſome 
good Record, ir had been more tor his credi- : but when be 
only ſaith it, we do him.no wrong, if we believe him not, when 
he aſſerts that which he could nor know withoura Witneſs, 


Ie was faid alſo, That the Party againſt Ceremonies was but ſmall, E4c!eſr2 Reſt. 


as being but few of thoſe that fled beyond Sea, For the maumber »f = 
thoſe 
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thoſe that fled are computed to be but 800, Theſe were di- 
ſers'd inthe ſeveral Cities of Germany as Embden,Stratzburg and 
Franifrt and among the Switzers at Arrow, Zurick, and Genev.;, 
Art Frankfort it is (11d , they firit beginthe Alteration of the 
Engiih Liturgy; thoſe at Geneva conplved, tr is like, with che 
Authority of Mr, Calvin ; yet nor fatisfied wich what was done 
at Frank firt,, Bur thoſe of Stratzburg , Zurick and Embden 
plainly 115nifyed ro thoſe of Fr ant fort , thar echey refolved co 
mairrzinthe Order of the Charch of England ; So thar by this 
account cheyv could be tint few, Bur che Diſcourlier fairli © iz & mig 
« 1x7, B2coule the fame Hiltorian faith ihit many who were diſaf- 
cc fe F-d to Epiſcepacy,were r.ciſed to great Prefer ments, Butthe m.ny 
there ſpoken 01, were only of tue Number chat had ſpent their 
eime cf Exile in ſuch forre'gn Churches as had followed the 
Piatform of Geneva; and thoſe he reckons to be bur five, the 
Qurens Profeſſor in Oxford, the Load) Al orgarets in Cambridge, 
Whittingham, Sampſon, and Hardiman.Ot which tie ewo laſt were 
ſoon turn'd out again as incorrigible Non-Conformilts : the 
reſt it ſeems did conform , notwithſtanding their Different 
Perſwaſions ; which was an evidence that they did not think 
the Ceremonies to be fo contrary toa good Conſcience, that 
they were bound either to deſert their Scation in rhe Church, 
and Miniſtry ro Gods Glory; or to diſturb the Peace of 
Chriſts flock, rather then obſerve thoſe enjoyned Rires. So 
alſo did thoſe mentioned in the Letter co Mr. Hocker,and there- 
fore can be no Inſtances of Non-Conformity, and of diſturbing 
the Peace in the Church, 

Itis alſorrue, and therefore no wrong done, That the Pay - 
ty againſt (ceremonies, cans'd the Troubles at Frankfort, and brought 


Valdeabſurdum® diſFonour to the Reformation , and Infamy on the Nation ; tor 
eft,inter fratres Mr. (alvins Letter to them at Frankford , charges theſe things 
oþ eandem fidemupon them, and this was Written, Feb. 1. 37, and Dr. Cox with 
« pairia Exu*þ15 party, who brought in the Liturgy, came not thither cill 


diidium orirt. 


March 13. following; therefore if Mr. Calvin wrote truth, 
there were troubles among them, before the Copformiſts came 
ther, 

It is a ftrange Confidence this Author takes, to deny, That in 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, things were ſo ſettled in 
the 
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the Church of England, to pleaſe each party in the abolihing ſome, 
and the retaining other Ceremonies. For the Compilers ehem- 
ſelves, (who certainly deſerve in Charicy ro be credited in what 
they ſay concerning their own motives and Sentiments,) do af- 
ter they had declared the different opinions of ren about Ce- 
remonies, ſay, [t was thought expedient not ſo much to have reſpeft 
how to pleaſe and ſatisfy either of theſe parties (that is, lingly,) 
gratif» their humurs, as how to pleaſe od, and to profit them both. 
Therefore they intended to Profit each parry (which inthe Apo- 
ftles ſenſe is, to pleaſe uw Neighbour to Edification ;) And that none 
mipht le offended, whom Good reaſon might ſatizfy; They rendred 
Cailcs why ſome Ceremontes were put away, and ſome retai- 
ned, Againit lo evident a Tettimony, he replies, rhar 
« the Ceremonies then aboliſhed , were offenſive to all Proteſtants, 
Whereas the compilers themſelves fay, char there were ſome a- 
mosg thoſe whom they would profit, that did think it a great 
matter of Conſcience to depart from apiece of the leaſt of their ac- 
cuſtomed Ceremonies. Thus this Author bath failed in his attempr 
to take off the reaſons of necellity for the firſt enjoyning of the 
Ceremonies. 

He is no more fucceſsfull againit the Neceſlity of the Con- 
tinuwance. Forwhen it had been ſaid , that They who are for 
the Church , are unwilling to have the Ceremonies tak'n away. 
He replies , ©* ſuch as delight in them may enjoy and uſe their 
&« Liberty, but let th:m not lay ſtumbling blocks before others, or in- 
« tangle the Conſcience, or hinder thoſe of a contrary Perſwaſionfrom 
&« the eMiniſtry, and from teaching, &c. This is eafily ſaid, buc 
he ſhould have a!ſo proved ir pra@t'cable. For Inſtance, It in 
one and the fame Pariſh the Miniſter be againſt Ceremonies, 
and the people for them ; how ſhall each of theſe enjoy and uſe 
their Liberties ? What contentions and variances, muit needs a- 
riſe? If you fay, the People may make uſe of a Miniſter of 
the ſame Judgment with themſelves. (1) They cannot do it 
for all Ofhces. (2) This muſt lay a coaitant ground of aliena- 
tion, and foof Q (arrelling betwixt People and Miniſter , and 
betwixt che Miniiters themſalves. How can this Writer for- 
certhatthis was a freq"ent Caſe inthe late troubles, almoſt in 
all Pariſkes? This theretore is to multiply diviſions ; char 
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at laſtmuſt overthrow all. And there is no conſidering Perſon 
but ſeesa neceſſity that «ll Miniſters ſhould be bound to the 
ſame Rule. | 
Another reaſon for continuing the Ceremonies was, becauſe 
itwould be invainto comply with them, who will never be fa- 
tified. Tothis he anſwers, ** With what ſoberne/5 can thus be ſaid, 
© when hitherto the Diſſenters were never tryed with any Relaxation, 
&c. Butwith what truth can he ſay they were never tryed ? 
When they had a Relaxation at the Kings firſt coming home ; 
and it was left torthem, ro conform in what they could have no 
ſcruple of Conſcience, yer this did not ſatisfy chem. Bur he 
had faid before, * 7hat ſome of them did comply with the Kings 
*4 defire. Yethedoth nor tell us who, or how many ; and in 1eed 
when this was objeRed rotheir Friends that laboured for an 
Indulgence for them, they could not give an account of any 
conſiderable numberthat did ſo, © Others (he faith) did not per- 
« haps for the prevention of Scandal. And we ſay perhaps, The ſame 
Perhaps to prevent a Scandal among their own Party , whoſe 
Spirits they have imbictered with an hatred of the Church of 
England, may (till prevail upon them to beunſatisfied, So that 
the Honour of the Churchand' State muſt be proſtituted, by re- 
pealing their Laws and Injun&Rions, to the Fortuitous pleaſure 
of them that do not conform, Beſides, this Author will not 
give us the bounds of his delired Latitude, nor aſſure us where 
cher Party will ſtarid ; How far we muſt goto ſatisfy all the ſe- 
veral Sets, and how many will be gained; all theſe things 
are requilite to aſſure us, that they intend to be ſatis- 


ed. 

, It was alſo ſaid that the Imputations of Jdolatry , Swperſtition 
and Antichriſtianiſm to the things enjoyned, perſwade us not 
eaſily copart with chem, as being ſo guilty, Theſe Calumnies 
have been engraven wich. Swords,and written in blood; and to 
renounce whatwe believe tobe innocent, as criminal,is plainly 
to declare that we bave no love tothe Truth, that wetacicly 
condemn what we approve, and we ſhould likewiſe Calumni- 
ate all thoſe whoſe Communion we pretend to , the former 
Church, who did obſerve them as indifferent. 

The Diſcourſer does not depy, that theſe Calumnies wa 
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been raiſed, nor doth be condemnthe Nlanderers, but lie ſayes, 
© Shall their value be ſo exhanced, as to be thought of more worth then 
© the Unity of the Church. To which we anſwer, That thoug!! we 
account the Church's nity to be of an infinire Value above 
them, yer we cannot promiſe our ſelves to procure her Unit 
by a thing that is not juſt in it ſelf ; chat is by juſtify:ng falſe 
impurations in taking away, what we, and other Chriſtians have 
tiouvghe clear and praiſe-worthy, The expedient which he 
hath propoſed, for ſalving the Churches honour, by her decla- 
* ring,that ſhe remwits her injuntions in compliance with weak, con- 
©« ſcjienc:s, Will be an envidence of her very great weakneſs : un- 
lets thoſe Weak Conſciences declare allo,thatſhe hath nor been 
Idolatrous, Superſticious, or Antichriſtian in her former enjoy- 
ning of chem, aad char the things contended about,were bur in- 
different, (tor ſo Sr. Pax!'s declaration concerning abſtaining 
from meats, did conclude both ſides to ſuch apprehenfions of 
them) Asalſo that they confeſs, and bewail the Schiſm which 
they have already made; and take ſhame to themſelves, for all 
thoſe praftices which they have done againſt che Church. Such 
a Declaration as this may ſerve to repair the Churches Ho- 
nour, and move her to remit her InjunQions, to men that give 
ſuch evidence of having tender Conſciences. But the Non- 
Conformiſts are ſo far from ſuch a declaration, that this Author 
ſayes in the next Setien, that © They account theſe things not in- 
&« different but nnlawful. So that this expedient will only caſt 
ſhame on the Church, and leeve them tothe boaſtiogs of cheir 
own Godlinels. | 

It wasalſo urged for the Continuance of thoſe Injun&ions, 
tabt a War was wndertook to remove thers ; and that if now 
they were yielded up to the pleaſure of thoſe that fought a- 
gainſt chem, they would ia the next place chargeall the blood 
of that War upon the Church, and her Party. Tothis be re- 
plies,that ** it zx eaſier ſaid then proved, that the late War was wn* 
«® dertaken to remove the Ceremonies, To which we ſay,that if there 
was any Faith inthe Declarations of thoſe chat managed che 
late War, or in the Sermons of thoſe who were to encourage 
the People toirt, and did therefore beg for money and men, 
&s. For Jeſus Chrift, and m_ that did denounce _ 
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ſes from the Lord, on ſuch as Stor come forth to his aſſiſtance 
apainſt the mighty , If thoſe "Arricles about Religion which 
were propoſed in every Treaty of Peace had any truth ; chen 
it isas ealily proved as faid, chart Thar War was undertaken, 
(thovgh not ſolely) ro remove the things in difference berwixt 
the Church and che Diflenters ; and it is an Impudence, equal 
ro their other pra&'ces,to deny it. Andas this is clear, ſo iris 
as clear, that they charged upon his Late Murthrr'd Majeſty, 
all the blood of that War; becauſe he had made conceſſions 
in the like nature, and we have no reaſon to expe otherwiſe 
now, I'll leave this Author to pleaſe himſelf in che Malice 
and Envy of the argument he hath made from theſe my pre niſe;. 
Although the controverred Ceremonies sre no Foundation 
of the Church of England, yet far leſs changes, in the laſt edi- 
tion of the Liturgy have been taken by Popiſh Prieſts, (ro my 
own knowledge,) as advantages to brand her of Inconftancy, to 
diſſwade ſome ignorant perſons, to forfake ber, as (till yarious: 
and to come over to their Church , which was founded upona 
Rock. And this was urged as a reaſon nor to take them away, In 
Head of a ſatisfying anſwer, this odious inference is made. 7t 
& ers that greater care muſt be taken, that the Papiſts be not offen- 
© ded,then that many thouſands of honeſtly,minded Proteſtants (hould 
(«be relieved, Is there no difference bertwixt taking care, that no 
advantage be given to Popiſh Prieſts to ſeduce Proteſtant r,and a taking 
care that the Papiſts be not iffended ? The Author knows there is a 
difference, but he was to pratify his Hatred,and he hath done it. 
The like delign of expoling liis Adverfary to the Odinm of a 
kindneſs to the Papiffs, he had prafticed, Sef?. 8. For when the 
grounds which he had laid of denying a Toleration to the Pa- 
piſts, were applied to the other Difſenters, He negleAs to 
ſhow the Diſparity z or that the application was injurious : bur 
makes this Demand. ** #hat greater advantage con be given to the 
« Papiſtthen that a Proteſtant Writer ſ}onld declare, Thit ſo preat a 
«© part of Proteſtants, are equally envolved with them in thoſe hrinows 
&« Crimes, &c ? The anſwer is obvio!'s, For they chat 'did thoſe 
things, have given the Popiſh Party a far greater adyancage. 
He that declares it, doth tell them no more then what ehey 
have been cold before, even by Forreign Proteſtants ; who 
| | detefted 
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deteſted ſuch AAts of thoſe men, who among vs fallly pretend 
ro tlie honour of that name. Belides, he char declares ir, doth 
rell them no more then what they know before. Do you think 
the Papiſts had loſt their Sences and Reaſon? Dig they nor 
ſee a Rightfull Prince, firit driven by Arms from his Throne; 
and afterwards hurried to the Slaughter?Nor do l chink that the 
Crimes of thoſe men, or the declaring of them, to be more a re- 
proach to the Proteſtant Profeſſion; then they are to Chriſti- 
anity, to which crhey and other Crim'nals do equally pretend. 
Thoſe that were true and knowing Chriſtians, did chen ab- 
hor thoſe practices; and do not take the mentioning of chem 
for a reproach to themſelves. 

There is ro reaſon that the Diſcourſer ſhould be aſtoniſhed 
at the laſt Reaſon, That Diſſentions abent things indifferent, hays 
neceſſitated the Church to make thoſe injunttions. For it was appa- 
rent before, in the reaſons that the Compilers of the Liturgy 
gave; Thar becauſe there were different perſwalions of the 
Ceremonies ; therefore ſome were enjoyned. And inthis our 
Cliurch d'd no otherwiſe then the Catholick Church hath done 
in like Caſes. I ſhall give him one Inſtance, I might give more. 
The Diffenſions in the primitive times, about the Fealt of E:- 
ſter, moved the Council of Nice to determine and enjoyn one 
time for ir:o all Chriſtians ; for no other reaſon, but that there 
might be an 5u5yc,e i,c%.an agreement among Chrittians. Let lear- 
ned an1 good men judge,on which (ide lyes the Animolities:who 
hath che beſt Pretentions to Equity , Charity, and good Ad- 
Vice, 


SECT. I3, 
Non-Conformiſis are leſs capable of Comprehenſion than other 
wen of Different Opinions, who are tolerated in the 
Charch of England. 


He Contenders tor Comprehenſion, and T oleration, do urge, 
chat the Indw/{gence of ihe Charch of England, to men 
differently prrſmaded in the points of Predeſtination , Free-will, 
&c. may be extended to them. In anſwer to which it _— 
The 
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The Moderation of the Church as to thoſe, wzs grounded upon 
the D.Ference berwixe thoſe D.verie Op'n ons in the porne 
of Predeſtination : and the Diflenſtons abour her Orders an 
Ceremonies, Thac thoſe were Difhculries in all Ages and all 
Religions. Theſe required but one lingle Reſolution, Whether 
an ladifferent Ceremony might he enjoyn ed? To this he an- 
ſwers, © That the matters of Inconformity are not things only indiffe- 
« rent, Int accounted by them unlawful. This isto beg the Que- 
tion; for if they be indifferent , they cannot be unlawful ; 
and iris not enorgh to account them unlawful : butchey mult 
proverhem to be ſo, which the Author wiſely declines. 

Bat then he queſtions the truch of that Aflertion z That the 
Diſenters cannot name one Church beſides ours, in which there wat 
a Schiſm made for a Ceremony. Yet he makes the afſertion good, 
for he hath nor, nor can he name one particular Church as 
ours, in which, for a Ceremony, there was madea Schiſm, an\ 
a diviſion of the members, from one another, and of one pare 
from their Paſtors and Biſhops. He ſaid indeed, That a greas 
©« Rent was made inthe Chriſtian Church throughout the World, al oat 
© 2 Ceremony the time of Celebrating the Feaſt of Eaſter, Which 
if true, is not pertinent; for that Diſlention was not berewixc 
Members of a particular Church ; but betwixt che Ajatich, 
and all other Churches. Secondly, there was no Schiſm made; 
For /renew ſhew'd plainly that the former Biſhops of Rowe did 
preſerve their communion with the Aſfiaticks; And although 
Viftor had been ſo hot as to publiſh an excommunication ; yer 
the Diſſent of the other Biſhops from ſuch a courſe, ſorn 
hindred the effeRs of it, as to a Schiſm. 

There are alſo differences Tolerated in the Church of E- 
£land, but not of thoſe Effes, and Principles, as are the Divi- 
tions about the Diſciplinarian Way, The Arminians and Anti- 
arminians never broke Communion among themſelves, nor that 
of the Church ; they loaded indeed one another with horrid 
Conſequences of Pelagianiſm on one (ide, and IManicheiſm and 
Steiciſms on the other ; but ſtill kept a common Reverence 
to the Church, and appealed to her Articles, The differences 
of Bowing or not Bowing, of uſeing Concejved, or Bidding Pray - 
ers, neyer (0 far prevailed az to harſh cenſures, — 
ene 
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the Church was never put to a neceſſity ro conſult her peace 
by determining, and enjoyning. Butirhath been far othecwiſe 
in the Differences of the Conformiſts and Non- Conformiſts, theſe 
laſt have all wayes attempted the deltroying of the Govern- 
ment alrering the Worſhip, and Diſcipline of it; have 
gather'd, and do gather, ſeparate Congregations. They re- 
tuſed che Publick Communion as a continuing in Babylon ; ex- 
alred their own way as the Kingdom of Chriit, and by theſe 
courſes did bring an Univerſal Contulion. Which broughr a 
neceſſity upon ehe Church to determire, and to ſecure her ſelf, 
by hindring ſuch perſons from the Opportun'ties of divulging 
cheſe cheir Opinions in a Conſtant Miniſtery. As for thoſe thar 
have"only different Apprehenlions from her in theſe things, and 
ver do ſecure her by ſubſcriptions from troubling her , they 
alwaies did, and may (tillbe admitted co the Offices and Emolu - 
ments in her. 

There is yer another reaſon which makes us afrai4 of a Com- 
prehenſion, and that by it we cannot attaindhe pretended ends of 
Hnity and Peace, Becauſe ir will permic men of ſuch Contra- 
ditory Perſwalions , to difterent Praftices, in almoſt all the 
daily Offices of Religion ; (Which cannot be ſaid of the other 
Differences which are tolerated in our Church,) And to think 
that ſuch men on both ſides will content rhemſelves in their 
own Opinions, and reſt ſatisfyed in the L'berty they enjoy, 
without attempts upen their Oppolites, is vainly to ſuppoſe 
that Aden will be wiſe ow beth /ides, Towhich ic is replied, that 
« We need ſuppoſe no more bus that the State and chief Guides of the 
« Charch bewiſe ; that the Eminent Perſons of both ſides be Mode- 
« rate and Prudent. and the Publick conſtitution ſo well Stated and 
© ſettled, as tole able to Curb the Imprudent, and to enconrage the 
« well adviſed. It this Author did conlider how tender, and 
nicea thing Peace is; how hardly it is kept, while men have 
different Luſts, divided Intercſt;, and bad Hopes ; how ealily 
it is broken, even by the loweſt and vileſt parts of a Society ; 
and chat in deſpight of the wiſeſt Princes, and greateſt Coun- 
ſellors, he would alſo grant that it is as neceſſary that the Foun- 
dations of it ſhould be laid in the minds of che Community, 
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25 well as in the breatts of Great men,and the Rules of GoyErn- 
nenr. 

T:.e firſt Maſſacre of the Proteſt ants in France began from the 
iabble. For as the Duke of Gaife was paſſing by Yaſſey in 
Champaigne (her? the proteſtants by the Edt of Fwnary, 
1562, had the Libzrey of cheir Religion, ) and heard their Bell 
which called the Proejtants to the place of their Worſhip; He 
went ito the Town, intending by his Preſence only, w:ithore 
ay Violence to diflolve che'r meeting, Bur ſtaying in the Streets, 
to talk with the Off ce's of the Town, his Lackques andehe in 
teriour part of his Tran {wtiichthen vf24 ro bevery great w:! 
the French Nobility, } wert before to the Place where the P. 0 
reſt«nts were aflemoled, and there firit beginning with revi- 
lips, and anſwered inthe fame manner by the Proteſtan:s , 
they proceeded to fl:ng ſtones, and after chat alighting from 
their Horſes with their Swords and Piſtols they afſaulred t!1ar 
unarmed company ; and although the ſhreeks and cryes of 
Women and Children for help,' had brought the Dake to tlie 
place, ver neicher h15 intreaties,nor threatnings could preva'l 
rill all che Proteſtants were Cither ſlain, or fled. Where tl e 
Hiſtorian faith, there were 60, kill'd, and 200 wounded, the 
Dake himſelf having been hurr in his Face, while he ſo'19l1r to 
appeaſe the Tym:lr. The wiſdom of States and Guides can- 
not po!iib/y prevent popular commotions Wiich are ſ1ddain 
and vioient. Belides the Difſenters from our Church render 
the Stare 2n1 Guides of the Church nncapable of hindring rhe 
ſad effefts of differences in Religion. Ore party Cer:ies thit 
the Guices of the Church cn command an 1:d ferent thirp, 
The o:ber Party which are-theſe of the Conpres-tiona! Way, 
deny thar he State bath any rower inshings of Relivf'on, What 
then ſhali become of the wiſdome of th: State, and Guides of rhe 
Church, :nd well Stated conſtitntionto form or keep Peace ? 
Moreover, there was another reaſon given, which this Anthor 
mentions bur do:cb not anſwer. That Diſſenters upon Conſcience will 
le prevailed with by the ſame ( onſcience,to endeavour th: propagation of 
their own way in theſe differences, to the Depreſſion of othe:s; 
Eſpecially when their appretenfions of their own way, pur 
ſ ch a value nponthem 2s torender t!:em the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
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the or -ipping of God in the Spirit. And on the other (ide they 
think their Oppoſites to be guilty of thoſe crimes againſt which 
God hath declared his jealouſie. This is a thing dally ſeen in all 
the divided Parties, and then what hopes can we have of Peace? 
The Replyer gives no other anſwer bur this. © /f ſome offer ty 
&« diſturb the Peace, can no Rule of Grverment reftrain them ? The 
Magittrate in chis caſe can do nothing bur by Force; and that 
is declaimed againſt, as Cormpnlſion of Faith, Tyranny, and Perſ:- 
cution. Belides, the Supreme Magiſtrate may be often diver- 
red from his cares of cheſe things, by the more preſſing Exigen- 
ces of Srare;and fo nor beable to take notice of the firit aflaules 
on the Peace, till che wounds of it becomes dangerous, and al- 
molt incurable. 
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N: ce ſſity only can juſtify a Toleration, and a ſtanding Army 
muſt make it ſafe. 


His Potition had. been aſſerted, that Only Neceſſity can give 
Xs to Toleration ; For that it is by the Confeſſion of all, one 
of thoſe things tht are not good in their own nature. Which the 
Diſcourfer taith, © he cannot yie!d wnto, bur he would not have 
been ſo Pertinacious, if he had conlidered that Unity in Religi- 
on is commanded us, that we are enjoyn'd to practice all che 
methods of ir, asthat which is moſt for the Glory of Chriſt, 
and the tonour of Religion ; that at beſt it is but our infirmicy, 
if we are not all of one heart and one Soul : and who dare de- 
ny, but chat ic were beſt chat all Chriſtians were ſo ? Burwhen 
afrer all Eflayes we cannot root them our, then we muſt bear 
with them, yet ſoas to ſer bounds to the Diflenters, and cir- 
cumſcribe D:Nlentions , which I conceive is a Toleration; So that 
this is the laſt reſort, and therefore is like Yar and Oaths which 
nothing but Neceſſity can juſtify. Bar chis Author thinks it 
a branch of Brotherly Love. We lay Brotherly Love may be uſed 
indeed, in thefirſt ariling of Difſentions, as means to allay them, 
and ro prevent a Toleration,or may be exerciſed in it: but there 
is no reaſon to think it is a Toleration, 
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In the rext place te quarrels, that it was ſaid, that we want 
an Inſtance of the ſafity of Toleration, in any Nation,where the $#- 
prem: Guvernony had not an Army to Circnmſcrive, and confine the 
heats if D ſſenters in Religion to their own breaſts, and keep f the 
deſtruitiwe +ffi is of Schiſm. In Read of anſwering this, by ſhew- 
ing a0 Inſtarice ; tor I:ppealed to the Praftice of the Avcient 
Emperonys ard Modern Princes and States. He replies, ** char 
« (uch a Maxim, mckes little for the ſafety and Liberty of True 
&« Relinion, and thenrants againit it as an injwry done to Proteſt ants 
©« that live under P.piſh Princes, and as the diftate of Prejudice and 
« P,xtiality. Ts is a very uncouth way of anſwering arguments, 
end it is a brutiſh way of cdnlidering things as to our 
preſent advantage , or as they poſſibly may be uſed , wirhour 
any refleftions on rhe former practices of Mankind. But I 
ſhall rake off the Odinuzz he uſually flings when he hath no reaſon 
ro return, by aflaring him, that a Standing Army is neceſlary 
ro ſuppreſs choſe Tumulrs which often on a ſuddain l;ke Earth- 
quakes do ariſe among the diſſenting Parties, which it nor 
immediately cruſh'd, may gather ftrengeh, while a torce is to 
be tormed againſt them. And that ſuch Tumults may ariſe from 
that party which is Efbliſked by Law as well as the Tolera- 
ted , who may be infolent intheir own power and advantages, 
and ſeek toviolate the Faith of the Prince wh c\ is given to 
the Tolerated. And therefore the Sword of a Standing Army is 
t9 be a-rerrour not only tothe Tolerated,burt alſo ro the Eftabli- 
ſhed Parties, and fecures the ſafety and Liberty of che true 
Religion, if either be rrue. And although the French King hath 
more aſſurance of the Loyalty of his Proteſtant Subjects (while 
rhey retain the trne doArine of Proteſtantiſm which x nes to 
acknowledge any power above Soveraign Princes , eicher of the 
Pope as the Papiſts, or of the People, as our Diſſenters,) then of 
the Popiſh party ; yet there is a Necellity upon him co maintain 
conftane Forces to keep both Parties in peace, and to ſecure 
the Proteſtants who are weak and leſs Numerous, from the 
daily attempts of the Romiſh Prieſts co ſtir up the People to a 
Maſſacre. Therefore Hewry the fourth of France thought itne- 
ceſlary for-the ſecurity of his Protettant Subjets (who had 
ſhewed themſelves loyal to his Intereſt ) to allow them ſhaper 
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firong fortifhed Towns for their Securicy in all France, which 
were called LesVilles de ſuretezwhereof Roche! was chief. Ard eve- 
ry Prince hath need oft an Army to make good h's promiſe, if 
he once hath paſſed his word for a Toleration. And althoughTo- 
leration isnot the reaſon of a f}fandins Army among the Datch; 
yer a Standing Army ſecures it. | 

The other paſſages our uf the Diſconrſe of Toleration, which. 
he aiterwards mentions , are matters of his remarks and ad- 
vice, ratherrhan of his obje&ions ; and therefore I ſhall no 
more concern the Reader with them. He concludes with a 
Complaire of rhe Anſwerer , that * he hath uſed Many hard 
« ſpeeches againſt bim,and charged hizs with Malice. Do but conli- 
der the Paſlages, and judg yerwixt him and me, and if the 
charge be nor true, I ſhall not bz aſhame1 co crave his pardon. 
I wonder how he can ſay, that ** he hath written theſe things, as 
*« knowing that th: Tuige ſtand:th Lefore the Door ; for ſurely tuch 
a Conlideration would have perſwaded him co another frame of 
Spirit. But howſoever, I do in lincerity commend him rothe 
Grace and Mercy of him, who is the Great Shepherd of the 
Flock , who hath commanded us Peace and {/nity; And who 
ſhall One day judg the Word in Righteouſneſs. 


FINIS. 


ERRAT A. 


AgeG6. line 35.for eanm r. mean. p. 17.1. 19, r. baſeneſsp, 
P:s |. 34. f. that r. the, p.2 3.1. 4. r. Kindneſs, p. 27, 1. 23. 
r.contraries,p- 32, 1,13. f. your r.their,p.35,f. of r.from,1.38. 
r. reproved, P. 49. 1. 36, f. either r. thither p.44-.1.r. did nor. 


